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PREFACE. 


The following ‘Notes’ continue the series begun 
with the author’s notes on ‘’The Book of Amos’ and 
are intended to serve as a “running commentary,” 
limited to a simple explanation of the text, for the spe- 
cial benefit of the Christian laity. They are the prod- 
uct of class instruction and it is to be hoped, therefore, 
that they are couched in language and presented in a 
form that will prove serviceable to the general reader 
as well. The aim has been to make them practical 
rather than theological. Also to make them as brief as 
possible without serious omissions. 

A special feature is the paraphrase rendering—a 
free, enlarged, explanatory translation—to give the 
meaning of the original language in the terms and 
phrases of modern English. Parts of this paraphrase 
may seem doubtful in content and occasionally sur- 
prising in form; but those who are acquainted with 
the Greek will recognize an effort to bring out the 
actual thought, coloring, and spirit of the original,— 
an attempt to give the modern reader approximately 
the same impression as the first readers received from 
the common Greek employed by the New Testament 
writers. Wherever the author feels that the double 
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translation brings out the meaning of a passage with 
sufficient clearness, he has added no further explana- 
tion. 

In conclusion, permit an expression of earnest hope 
that God will find the modest attempt acceptable in 
His sight and bless it to the use of those for whom 
it is primarily intended. Each page has been prepared 
with a heart at prayer and a mind single to the spirit- 
ual interests of His servants. May the result prove to 
be yet another humble means of leading seekers after 
the Truth to its fountain, of edifying the brotherhood 
of believers in our most holy faith, and of strengthen- 
ing them in the obedience of that faith, to the glory 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! 


Ca Jea8s 


INTRODUCTION. 


Peter is the apostle of faith, as John is the apostle 

of love, and James the apostle of obedience. We 
might indeed substitute the word Faith for the name 
Peter in the Gospels and discover some very striking 
parallels. 
Vv Peter means Rock (Mt. 16. 18) and was added as 
a second name to Simon by the Lord (Jn. 1. 42) to 
express the solidity and stability of revealed truth in 
the form of Christian faith. For Christian faith is 
nothing less than this truth, incarnate, in the believer’s 
heart and mind and life. ‘The core of this truth is 
contained in Peter’s confession, ‘“Chou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God” (Mt. 16. 16). The 
character of Peter was not firm by nature. It was 
lacking in spiritual stability. But as he grew in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 
Pet. 3. 18), he became confirmed in that truth, and 
the truth transformed him into a veritable cliff of con- 
viction. 

A living faith, moreover, implies love. And Peter’s 
faith in Christ found expression, not only in verbal 
confession, but also in loyalty and personal devotion to 


his beloved Master. As John called himself “the dis- 
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ciple whom Jesus loved,” so Peter has been called “the 
disciple who loved Jesus.” 


To understand that First Epistle of Peter it is quite 
important to read the account of his life as given in 
the sacred narrative. We therefore urge it upon the 
reader to look up and study carefully the following 
Scripture passages: 

Mt. 4. 18-20; 8. 14; 10. 2; 14. 28-31; 16. 16-19, 22, 23; 
17. 1-8, 21-27; 18. 21; 19. 27; 26. 31-75. — Mk. 1. 16-18; 
3. 163 5. 37 — Lk. 4. 383 5. 1-11; 6. 143 8. 45; 9. 323 22. 8, 
31-34; 24. 34. — Jn. 1. 41-44; 6. 68, 69; 13. 6-10; 18. 10, II; 
20. I-10; 21. — Acts I. 13-15; 2. 143 33 4. I-22; 5; 8. 14- 
243 9. 32-43; 105 II. 1-18; 12. I-19; 15. 7; 18. 10, 11; 25- 
7-11. — 1 Cor. 1. 123 9. 5; 15. 5. — Gal. 1. 18; 2. 6-21. 

The place of writing is given as Babylon (5. 13). 
In the absence of evidence to the contrary, this may 
be taken literally, for it is quite possible that the Apos- 
tle extended his missionary journeys to the large com- 
munity of Jews then residing in Babylon. 

The letter was addressed to Christians in certain 
parts of Asia Minor (1.1). The majority of its first 
readers were no doubt Jewish Christians. ‘The lan- 
guage employed makes this evident. But there are 
also indications that Gentile Christians were included 
(2. 10; 4. 3). Especially proselytes to Judaism. 

The occasion of the Epistle was the persecution 
which these Christians were beginning to endure. 
The infamous Nero was emperor in Rome, and even 
though the opposition against the Christians in Asia 
Minor had not as yet assumed the proportions of a 
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State persecution, the attitude of the emperor no doubt 
encouraged the growing hostility to the new faith even 
in these distant parts. 

The purpose of the apostle is to give encouragement 
and comfort to his brethren in their afflictions and to 
fortify them against the greater sufferings evidently in 
store. In obedience to the command he received from 
Jesus in the dark night of his denial he is now 
“strengthening his brethren (Lk. 22. 32). His mes- 
sage is therefore the ripe fruit of his own tears of re- 
pentance and of the consolation he himself had ex- 
perienced of the forgiving and restoring grace of his 
risen Lord. ‘The spirit of the Epistle is the spirit of 
the words of his friend Paul: ‘Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mer- 
cies and God of all comfort, who comforteth us in all 
our affliction, that we may be able to comfort them 
that are in any affliction, through the comfort where- 
with we ourselves are comforted of God” (2 Cor. 1. 
3, 4). Compare 1 Pet. 1. 3-9. The illuminating 
light throughout the Epistle is the light of Christian 
hope. 

The date of writing must be placed shortly before 
the destruction of Jerusalem, 70 A.D, The probabili- 
ties are in favor of 64 A.D. 

The Epistle lends no support to the Romish theory 
of Peter’s primacy. He makes no claim to preemi- 
nence or special authority, but places himself on the 
same level as the other “elders” and even disapproves 
of anything like lordship (5.1-3). With one excep- 
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tion the words priest, bishop, church, are not men- 
tioned in the letter. The single exception is 2. 25, 
where the term “bishop” is applied to “the great Shep- 
herd of the sheep.” ‘The first bishops of Rome were 
Linus, Cletus, and Clement (Eusresirus, Church His- 
tory,-211222); 

The style and language is that of a letter. ‘The 
thoughts are linked together like pearls of varied size 
and color strung on one thread. The unity is that of 
a practical personal message rather than that of a lit- 
erary dissertation or essay. Its logic is the deeper, 
truer logic of the heart. “The apostle therefore did 
not compose his material according to any balanced 
Outline. For the sake, however, of affording a sum- 
mary survey—a bird’s-eye view of the contents, the 
following diagram may be of value. Indeed, the 
reader should make a special effort to memorize the 
several divisions. Not necessarily the chapters and 
verses. It would inspire greater interest in the Epistle 
itself, add much to the pleasure and benefit of its 
study, and give material assistance in understanding 
and receiving its divine message. 

The key-word is “Suffering.’ The Theme is Pa- 
tience under Suffering. Key-verse, 4. 13. Back- 
y ground: The sufferings of Christ and the glories that 
‘should follow them (1.11). The sufferings and the 
glories are the two poles around which the entire let- 


ter turns. The result is a beautiful blending of pa- 
tience and hope. 
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An interesting study, most fertile in results, would 
be to list the number of times the words suffering and 
glory, and similar expressions, occur. Also such other 
words as faith, hope, and love. 


For further study we would suggest: 


1. Passages showing that Peter addresses Jewish 
Christians and Gentile Christians, respectively. 


2. A list of the Old Testament passages and 
phrases quoted in the Epistle. In the 105 verses there 
are no less than 23 such quotations. 


3. A list of the parallel passages in Romans, Ephe- 
sians and James, indicating a special relation to these 
Epistles. 


4. A list of allusions to persecution. 


5. Indications of a longing in Peter’s heart to meet 
his Lord and Saviour again. 


6. A list of the passages containing cardinal doc- 
trines of the Christian religion which occur within the 
brief compass of this letter: The Trinity, The Fore- 
knowledge of God, The Deity of Christ, The Sinless- 
ness of Christ, The Vicarious Death of Christ, Re- 
demption by His Blood, His Resurrection, His De- 
scent into Hades, His Exaltation, Regeneration in 
Baptism, The New Birth, The Universal Priesthood 
of Believers, The Ministry of the Gospel, Prayer, 
The Inspiration of the Scriptures, Angels, Satan, Ret- 
tribution for Sin, The Second Coming of the Lord, the 
Final Judgment, Heaven. 
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7. Interesting echoes of earlier experiences in the 
life of the apostle: 


TeRet 8.9 i oho Gnas Lkew24 394-5 1-Cor: 1 5.- 5. 
ea 7 be ae Acts 10. 153-28; 34. 
sek Geet. Acts 2. 32-36; 10. 40, 41. 
2. 4=16... 05 Mt. 16. 18, 21-28; 17. 24-27; 18. 22; 

2%. 42; Acts 4. 10; 1K 

Dae Gory aire ics Jn. 10. 1. 
BRE Ores 0 wa ore Acts 3. 14 
AeA Qiac ciswlt-aks Lk. 23. 46 
eee seseenc he seaese Jn. 21. 15-23. 
Bae Gieyere ewe a fia Gay Oe 
Se Oc Senta Races Lk. 22. 45 


See if you can extend this list. 


We would also plead with the reader to memorize 
as many passages, indeed as much as the entire Epistle, 
as possible. Nothing makes the Word of God so 
precious and so valuable to us as “learning it by heart.” 
In no other way can we so fully experience its truth, 
its life, its power, and its divine beauty. 

The abbreviation Cp. stands for “compare.” It is 
used in referring to certain passages not directly par- 
allel but specially interesting and illuminating to the 
verses under consideration. 

The Bible references are the most valuable part of 
any commentary and are neglected with as great loss 
as they are studied with corresponding benefit. In 
them Scripture explains Scripture. ‘That is, God tells 
us in His own words what He means. Make very 
sure therefore to look up every reference. “They have 
been selected with the greatest care. To save space, the 
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references given in the body of the notes have not 
been repeated between the verses. By further study the 
number may of course be extended almost indefinitely. 
Those given are therefore rather samples of what 
Scripture offers in the way of self-explanation and its 


own application. 


Bet RODUGTION.““Lelei2; 


I. ADDRESS, OR SALUTATION. 1. 1, 2. 


1.1. Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
to the elect who are sojourners of the 
Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappa- 
docia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2. according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
in sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedi- 
ence and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you and peace be mul- 
tiplied. 

1. Jn. 7. 35; Acts 2.9; Heb. 11. 13; Jas. 1. 1; Rev. 1. 11.— 
2. Ex. 24. 3-8; Acts 2. 23; Rom. 1. 5-7; Eph. 2. 1-7; Heb. 9. 
Tee Al Dude oek Cty Ina 2s 

From Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the people of 
God, who have been chosen out of the world, but who are 
scattered over the earth and are living as pilgrims in Pon- 
tus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Roman Asia, and Bithynia,—who 
are chosen in accordance with the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, set apart and sanctified by the Holy Spirit to 
learn obedience and to be purified by the sacrificial sprin- 
kling of the blood of Jesus Christ. May the gracious favor 
of God and His peace be yours in ever increasing measure! 

1. Peter...to the elect. The usual form of ad- 
dress in writing a letter among the ancient Greeks. 
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That is, first the name of the writer, then the name 
of the one addressed. Cp. Acts 23. 26. Compare 
also the opening words of all the N. T. Epistles and 
observe carefully the language employed in each ad- 
dress. Peter is therefore the signature, placed at the 
beginning of the letter, instead of, as with us, at the 
end. 


Peter, a word corresponding to our Stone, was the 
new name given by the Lord Jesus to this disciple in 
addition to his old name Simon (Jn. 1. 42.) Simon 
means one who hearkens. That is, one who pays at- 
tention to a command and hastens to obey,—like a 
servant or a child. Such a “Simon” before God be- 
comes a “Peter,” a Gibraltar of faith. 


Apostle. One of the twelve. In all the lists Peter’s 
name occurs first. He was the spokesman and the 
leader of the rest. But only as first among equals. 
“Apostle”? means one who is sent. It is the Greek 
word corresponding to the Latin “missionary.” 


Apostle of Jesus Christ. What a title of honor 
added to the name of the unlearned Peter! A degree 
compared to which all other high degrees are only 
jingling toy bells. The one great exception is the 
name above every name (Phil. 2. 9)—the name which 
gives luster to every other name, as the planets shine 
only with the reflected light of the sun. In using 
the title, therefore, Peter merely wishes to indicate 
that the office and its authority are derived from Je- 
sus Christ. ‘This is the name, moreover, which Peter 
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makes central and supreme throughout the Epistle 
from the beginning to the very end. 

Elect. Chosen. Christians are called “elect” be- 
cause they have been called out of spiritual darkness 
and death, out of the unbelief and godless life of unre- 
generate men, into the light and life of faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. This is also the meaning of the 
word Church (ecclesia); that is, the “elect,’”-—those 
who have been called out. 

With regard to election in the later theological 
meaning a logical solution is presented by the Ar- 
minian theory that God, foreseeing the characters of 
men as they would have been if not predestined, then 
predestined them accordingly. On that theory the 
question may well be asked, “What made them such 
as God foreknew?” The difficulty is only thrown 
farther back. It is wiser to accept the conclusion that 
theoretically the problem is beyond us and finds its 
true solution only practically in the exercise of the will 
which God makes free. 

The following words of Luther may be of value in 
this connection: 

‘When a man begins to discuss predestination, the 
temptation is like an inextinguishable fire; the more he 
disputes, the more he despairs. Our Lord God is op- 
posed to this disputation and accordingly He has pro- 
vided against it baptism, the Word, the sacraments, 
and various signs. In these we should trust and say: 
‘T am baptized, I believe in Jesus Christ; what does 
it concern me whether or not I am predestined?’ He 
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has given us ground to stand on, that is, Jesus Christ, 
and through Him we may climb to heaven. He is the 
one way and the gate to the Father. But when we 
begin in the devil’s name to build first on the roof 
above, scorning the ground, then we fall. I have been 
vexed with speculations as to what God is going to do 
with me, but at length I rejected these thoughts and 
threw myself on God’s will as revealed in the Scrip- 
tures.” 

Election to faith in Jesus does not insure the final 
salvation of the individual. As Christians we need to 
be guarded by the power of God (1.5) and to commit 
our souls to Him for safe keeping (4. 19). 

Dispersion is a term originally applied to Jews liv- 
ing outside of Palestine. We see that Peter is still 
the Apostle of the Circumcision and addresses himself 
mainly to Jewish Christians. It becomes evident, how- 
ever, that he enlarges the term to include Gentile 
Christians as well. 

Sojourners is the same word translated “pilgrims” in 
2; $1 and Hebat 1.2: 

Pontus, etc., were Roman provinces in Asia Minor. 
For their location see some good Bible map. Galatia 
was included in Paul’s second missionary journey. 

Asia included several Districts. It contained the 
cities of “the seven churches” of Rev. 1. 11, the fruit 
of the combined labors of Paul and Peter and their as- 
sociates. Observe that Asia and Bithynia were the 
provinces where Paul was forbidden by the Holy 
Spirit to speak the word when outward bound some 
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twelve years earlier (Acts 16. 6, 7). Three of these 
four provinces ate mentioned in Acts 2. 9. Many of 
the “Jews and proselytes” present on that day (Pente- 
cost) no doubt returned to their distant homes as con- 
verts to the Christian faith and brought the good news 
of the Gospel home to their relatives and friends. 
This would form a strong bond of union with Peter, 
the preacher of Pentecost “through whom they had 
believed,” and pave the way for him to address them 
in the familiar manner of this Epistle. 

2. The noun Foreknowledge occurs in the New 
Testament only here and in Peter’s speech in Acts 2. 
23. 

Sanctification means to be set apart for God’s use, 
as a temple is dedicated to His service. It also means 
daily growth in holiness and likeness to Christ. ‘This 
implies daily forgiveness and cleansing in His blood, 
self-surrender to the will of God, and the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit. Observe the clear distinctions ob- 
served by the apostle in his use of the divine names of 
the holy Trinity. He begins his letter in the name of 
the Triune God. 

Obedience and sprinkling. Sprinkling is a sacrifi- 
cial term, and the reference is clearly to Ex. 24. 3-8. 
As the children of Israel were sprinkled at Sinai with 
the blood of the sacrifice, to be purified and accepted, 
on the one hand, as God’s people, and, on the other, 
to obey His commandments, so the spiritual Israel of 
the new Covenant is cleansed by the blood of Christ 
to belong to God and to render obedience to His will. 
Piel (i, 4. I-93 4 Jo. 3. 7. 
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By the use of the words Elect, Foreknowledge, 
Sanctification, Obedience, and Sprinkling the apostle 
wishes to remind his suffering brethren of their high 
calling and great privileges as Christian believers, to 
assure them of their preciousness in the sight of God, 
and to encourage them to remain steadfast in the faith 
unto the end. ‘Their heavenly Father “foreknew” 
them; He had chosen them; and in the midst of their 
very trials He was sanctifying them. ‘The purpose of 
it all was their perfection in holiness unto the Lord. 
And this is the message of God to all His children in 
every place and throughout all time. It is His greet- 
ing to us to-day, when called to endure temptation and 
trial, and possibly even persecution for His Name’s 
sake. ‘The end is our restoration to perfect health,— 
the restoration in us of the image of God. Cp. Rom. 
8. 29, 30; Eph. 1. 4, 5; 2 Th. 2. 13-15; Heb. 12. 
10}2i1; 

Grace was the common Greek greeting, and Peace 
the common Hebrew greeting; but both terms were 
raised by the Christian religion to the higher level of 
a heavenly language. Here Peter combines them in 
the salutation of an apostolic benediction. ‘In the 
word Grace is gathered up all that may be supposed 


to be expressed in the smile of a heavenly King looking’ 
down upon His people’ (Horton). ‘The heart and: 


soul of that grace is the forgiveness of sin. This 
comes first and looks back to the sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus (v. 2). Upon the restoration of right 
relations with God follows Peace. Only those who 
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are so sprinkled and cleansed can receive this peace 
and know the meaning of it by blessed experience. 
Both are a daily gift and a daily experience, and the 
apostle prays that both may be received and experi- 
enced by his afflicted readers in ever increasing ful- 
ness, 

If this Epistle were written from Babylon, it is in- 
teresting to note the similar wording of the greetings 
sent out from the same city by King Nebuchadnezzar 
(Dan. 4. 1) and by Darius the king (Dan. 6. 25). 
Back of them and inspiring them stands the noble fig- 
ure of another “apostle,” the prophet Daniel, Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of God at this Chal- 
dean and Persian court. Six centuries later the apos- 
tle Peter relays the greeting and passes it on in the 
name of Him who brought us Grace and is our Peace 


(Eph. 2. 14). 


II. THANKSGIVING. 1-12. 
1.3. Blessed be the God and Father 


of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according 
to his great mercy begat us again unto 
a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 4. unto an inherit- 
ance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for you, 5. who by the power of God are 
guarded through faith unto a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 
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6. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now 
for alittle while, if need be, ye have been 
put to grief in manifold trials, 7. that the 
proof of your faith, being more precious 
than gold that perisheth though it 1s 
proved by fire, may be found unto praise 
and glory and honor at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ: 8. whom not having seen 
ye love; on whom, though now ye see him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoice greatly with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory: 9. re- 
ceiving the end of your faith, even the 
salvation of your souls. 10. Concerning 
which salvation the prophets sought and 
searched diligently, who prophesied of 
the grace that should come unto you: 
11. searching what time or what manner 
of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 
them did point unto, when it testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and 
the glories that should follow them. 12. 
To whom it was revealed, that not unto 
themselves, but unto you, did they min- 
ister these things, which now have been 
announced unto you through them that 
preached the gospel unto you by the Holy 
Spirit sent forth from heaven; which 
things angels desire to look into. 
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3. Lk, 1. 68; Rom. 6. 4; Eph. 2. 4-6. — 4. Mt. 25. 34; 1 
Cor. 9. 25; Eph. 1. 18; Phil. 3. 20, 21; Col. 1. §5 123023 Lim, 
1.12; Heb. 9. 15. — 5. Jn. 10, 28, 29; Eph. 1. 19; Phil. 4. 7; 
Col. 3. 4; Jas. 1. 2. — 6. Jn. 16. 33; Rom. 8. 18; 2 Cor. 4. 
17; Heb. 12. 11; 1 Pet. 5. to. — 7. Job 23. 10; Ps. 66. 10; 
Prov. 7. 3; Is. 48. 10; Zech. 13. 9; Mal. 3. 2, 3; Rom. 5. I-53 
t Cor. 3-13; Heb. 20, 37; Jas. x. 2-43 1 Pet: 4. 12. — 8.. Jn. 
17. 20; 2 Cor. 5. 7; Heb. 11. 1, 27. — 9. Rom. 6. 22. — 10. 
Mt. 13. 7. — 11, Ps. 22; Is. 53. 3-5; Lk. 24: 25-27; Acts 3. 
18; Phil. 2. 7, 8; Heb. 12. 2, — 12, Lk. 2. 13, 14; Heb. 11. 
13, 39, 40. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who in great mercy gave us a new birth into an undying 
hope, when Jesus rose from the dead, and (gave us a new 
birth) into an imperishable, untainted and unfading inher- 
itance, which is kept in reserve in heaven for you who are 
guarded through faith by the power of God as by a garri- 
son, for a salvation that is ready even now to be revealed 
at the end of the present age. Rejoice greatly in this hope, 
even if it proves to be necessary for you at the present time 
to endure all kinds of trials for a little while. The purpose 
of these trials is to bring out the genuineness of your faith, 
for praise and honor and glory when Jesus Christ shall be 
revealed—a faith that is far more precious than the gold 
which perishes and yet must stand the test of fire. Jesus 
Christ you love without having seen Him, and though you 
do not see Him even now, yet you believe in Him, and your 
hearts are overflowing with a joy that is full of glory and 
too great for words at the prospect of receiving the fulfil- 
ment of your faith, namely, the salvation of your souls. It 
was this salvation even the prophets earnestly inquired into 
and tried to comprehend, when they prophesied long ago 
about the grace that was intended for you. They were 
eager in their effort to search out and know the time, or the 
character of the time, which the Spirit of Christ within them 
was pointing out when He foretold the sufferings waiting 
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for Christ and the glories that would follow these sufferings. 
But it was revealed to them that it was not themselves but 
you that they were serving with these truths, which now 
have been announced to you by those who brought you the 
good news, inspired as they were by the Holy Spirit sent 
from heaven,—which things even the angels bend down and 
long eagerly to understand. 

In this section the apostle enlarges upon the thought 
in the words of the introduction, namely, the great- 
ness of their calling and election, and the high privi- 
leges of their station as children of God. ‘The love 
that moved his heart to write finds utterance here in a 
rapturous hymn of praise, “Lift up your hearts with 
me to God! See how small cause, after all, you have 
for complaint! ‘The living Christ is your almighty 
Saviour. He has kindled in your souls the hope that 
shall not be put to shame. Your faith in Him makes 
you far richer than if you possessed untold wealth of 
gold. And your losses are as nothing compared with 
the inheritance which is waiting for you in heaven. 
Jesus Himself has experienced the very same suffer- 
ings. You are only following Him on the same path 
to the same glory. Your trials are only a means to 
that desired end. And so precious is the grace of God 
toward you, that you are privileged beyond the very 
prophets and angels. So thank God for it all, take 
courage in the light of this divine revelation, and per- 
severe patiently till the radiant dawn of your final 
entrance into the rest that remaineth for the people of 
God!” 

Verse 3 gives the source of our hope; 4, the end; 
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5-7, the way; 8, the Guide, and 9-12, the encourage- 
ment. Observe also the present realities of vv. 3-6 
(hope, inheritance, guarding, rejoicing, trials); the 
future prospects of 7-9 (purified faith, praise and 
glory and honor, the coming again of the Lord of 
glory, the joy of that meeting, and final salvation) ; 
and 10-12, the background of the memorable past 
(the prophets, the inspiring Holy Spirit, their message 
relating to the sufferings and the future glory of 
Christ, and the adoring angels). 

Notice, moreover, the simple and natural style of 
the writer, taking up the last word of a sentence and 
enlarging upon it in what follows (vv. 5, 8, 10, et 
cetera), but never losing sight of his main purpose,, 
only using these other matters to cast an illuminating 
side-light on the message itself. 

3. Blessed. Worthy of the greatest adoration (2 
otek 3 pits: 3 )3 

Mercy. The compassionate love of God, helping 
the weak, comforting the sorrowing, and forgiving the 
penitent sinner. Cp. Mt. 9. 36. 

Living hope. Peter knew by experience what it 
means to be hopeless and to have a living hope kindled 
in his heart at the blessed sight of his risen Lord (Lk. 
Peerage ort 55> Jie oin): “Spies 3547; In. 
3. 3). Peter had also preached that precious truth 
with power in the temple at Jerusalem and suffered 
persecution in consequence (Acts 4. 2, 3). 

The ground of our Christian faith and hope is the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus. “By His death and 
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resurrection He has received into His glorified human 
nature the Holy Spirit without measure (Jn. 3. 34). 
Its quickening and regenerating power flows out from 
Him as from an inexhaustible fountain and communi- 
cates eternal life to all who will receive it through the 
Word and the holy Sacraments” (FJELLSTEDT). Ex- 
cept for the resurrection of Christ there could be no 
hope. The prospect for each and all would be only 
the darkness of despair and eternal death. 

4. The final goal of this hope is the imperishable 
inheritance in heaven, to which the new birth gives us 
the right of sons and daughters. ‘The promised land 
of Canaan was the earthly inheritance of the children 
of Israel. During all their wanderings it was re- 
served for them. But this inheritance was corrupti- 
ble; that is, perishable, partly because it was material 
and temporal in itself, and partly because it decayed 
in relation to men when they died and it passed out of 
their possession. It was often polluted by crime and 
bloodshed. (Lev. 18. 27; Jer. 2. 7). Its grass and 
trees, flowers and harvests, were often blasted by the 
hot winds which turned blossoming spring into a des- 
ert waste. But the heavenly Canaan, the inheritance 
that is above, does not perish. It cannot be polluted. 
Its flowers never fade (Rev. 21. 27). It is incorrupti- 
ble in substance, undefiled in purity, and unfading in 
beauty. This inheritance God is keeping for us, as a 
father hides a gift from his children to surprise them 
with it when the proper time arrives (Jn. 2. 10). 

If our trust is in Him, He will both keep our in- 
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heritance for us and shield us from harm, Faith lays 
hold of the guarding power of God. Faith rests in 
His care (Jn. 10. 28, 29). “Perfect love casteth out 
teat (4-Jn3-4-18)3 

Guarded is a military term used of a protecting 
body-guard and a strongly garrisoned fortress. “A 
mighty Fortress is our God.’ He surrounds us with 
His holy angels (2 K 6. 16, 17; Ps. 34. 7; 91. 11; 
Heb: 1314). 

6. Wherein. In faith (Acts 16. 34.) 

Rejoice. Yes, the Christian should rejoice at the 
thought of the great possessions awaiting him in 
heaven,—possessions so great that he would not ex- 
change them for an empire. ‘The realization of such 
wealth should keep us from being swallowed up by 
the trials of this life. The latter may be severe at 
times, but they will quickly pass like the floods or the 
freshets following a thunder shower. At all events 
the order for the Christian is suffering first, and then 
the joy. To the worlding pleasure comes first, and 
then the grief (Jn. 16. 20-22). In the one instance 
suffering is brief and joy is eternal; in the other in- 
stance pleasure is brief and grief is eternal. Should 
there be any hesitation in making the choice? 

If need be. ‘The duration and measure of these 
earthly afflictions have been decreed by the wisdom 
of God. They will not be continued one minute 
longer than is needful for us.” Precious thought! 
Only “if need be’ will God permit even a single trial 
to come upon us. And “if need be’—if He sees 
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that we need it to bring us to our kness in earnest 
prayer, to lead us more deeply into the treasures of 
His Word, to draw us nearer to Himself—why 
should we rebel? If it means the cleansing of our 
hearts, the strengthening of our faith, and the lift- 
ing of our hope above these earthly things to the 
invisible and eternal realities, what cause for com- 
plaint? God knows “if need be” and that should 
suffice for us. Indeed this assurance should “tune 
our hearts to sing His praise.” 


“This day the noise of battle; 
The next, the victor’s song.” 


7. More precious than gold. Faith is more 
precious than this most precious of metals. O that 
we believed this to-day! For faith makes us truly 
rich, and rich forever, while gold perishes and leaves 
us poor indeed. But as gold must be refined by fire, 
so must faith be tested, purified, and made strong by 
the fires of trial and temptation. ‘The resistance of 
obedience in temptation is the exercise by which faith 
grows healthy and strong. 

At the revelation of Jesus Christ. ‘The Lord’s re- 
turn is one of the fundamental doctrines of our Chris- 
tian faith. To keep this truth in the background is 
squarely contrary to the teaching of Christ and the 
apostles and is a serious injury to faith. How blessed, 
on the contrary, to have this glorious prospect kept 
clearly and steadily before our eyes and to be receiv- 
ing from that source the encouragement, hope, 
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strength, warning, and inspiration of which we are so 
sadly in need, and more than ever in our own cloudy 
day. 


Unto praise. When Christ comes again He will 
praise them for their faith and faithfulness, even 
though it is He who “worketh in us both to will and 
to work” (Phil. 2. 13). His glory will shine out in 
them. He will promote them to placesof honor. 
How different the humiliation and shame awaiting the 
faithless and unbelieving! (Mt. 13. 43; 25. 21; Rom. 
2-7-1; 1. Cor. 4. §;.15. 40; Piil.3,31+ 2 Th. 1. ro: 
feret. §. 14s) 


8. Whom not having seen. The apostle who had 
seen the Lord admires the faith and love of those who 
had not seen Him. ‘The words brim over with the 
emotion of it in the writer’s heart. No doubt too his 
thoughts go back to the evening when he heard Jesus 
say to the doubting fellow disciples: ‘‘Blessed are 
they that have not seen, and yet have believed” (Jn. 
20. 29). 


A young Christian woman, whose life was one series 
of disappointments and sorrows, but whose face was 
always radiant, was asked for the secret of that inner 
joy. She smiled and only replied, “I carry it in 
this locket,” pointing to a little case suspended from 
her necklace. When she died the locket was opened 
and proved to contain only a slip of paper, on which 
was written: ‘Whom not having seen ye love; on 
whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 


~~ 


~~ 
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rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 
Cp. 2 Cor. 4. 16-18; 1 Jn. 3. 2. 

The word salvation is used here in the sense of vic- 
tory over sin and final deliverance. It also signifies 
health, spiritual and eternal health. Cp. Acts 27. 34, 
where the word for “safety” is health, or well-being, 
—that is, salvation. 

10. Even the prophets who recieved revelations 
from God concerning the coming Saviour and His 
kingdom on earth were not able to understand all that 
this implied. They received and delivered the mes- 
sage indeed, but much of it remained a mystery still to 
them. It was far greater than their own comprehen- 
sion of it. But because of its absorbing interest they 
“sought and searched diligently” to grasp as much as 
possible of its contents, particularly the time and the 
distinctive qualities that were to mark the day when 
these things should come to pass. 

The word translated searching is a term employed 
of miners engaged in digging for precious metals. 
With similar diligence, Peter would say, the prophets 
followed the lodes in the mine of God’s revelation. 
Meanwhile even they walked by faith and not by sight. 
Cp. Dan. 12. 8, 9. But to the Spirit of the preexisting 
Christ, who inspired them and spoke through them, 
it was all clear from the beginning (2 Pet. 1. 19-21). 
Compare also the words of Peter on the day of Pente- 
cost, and later in the temple, with reference to Scrip- 
ture prophecy and its fulfilment (Acts 2. 17; 3. 24). 
Christ Himself was the fulfilment of these prophesies. 
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Consequently He could interpret as no one else in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning himself (Lk. 24. 
27). Observe, how in this passage Jesus Himself 
combines “‘the suffering of Christ, and the glories that 
should follow them.” 

12. To whom...these things is a kind of paren- 
thesis in answer to the possible question, Why then 
were these things revealed to them, when they were 
not permitted to understand them nor realize their 
fulfilment? Which therefore refers back to the last 
lines of v. II. 

Them that preached the gospel. ‘The apostles, their 
successors, and all witnesses of Christ. When He 
shed abroad upon the disciples His Holy Spirit from 
heaven (Acts 2. 1-4), their minds too were illumined 
to see the truth as it is in Christ, to understand the 
Scriptures, and to declare the marvellous works of 
God (Mt. 13. 17, Jn. 16. 15.) 

Which things. Christ’s vicarious suffering, atoning 
death, victorious resurrection, glorification, and our 
salvation through Him. ‘These are the things of ab- 
sorbing interest to the angels of God. ‘They too desire 
to get an inside view, so to speak, of this great and 
divine mystery. 

Look into. To examine closely with the face bent 
down. Like the two cherubim on the Ark of the Cov- 
enant (Ex. 25. 20-22) the angels in the heavenly 
sanctuary have their faces turned toward the new 
mercy-seat where God in Christ receives penitent sin- 
ners and reveals to them the riches of His grace (Lk. 
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9. 31; Eph. 3. 5-12). Meanwhile there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner that 
repents (Lk. 15. 10). How infinitely important, then, 
these things must be, how happy we should be to re- 
ceive them, and how grateful to God for the light of 
such a revelation! (Heb. 1. 6; 2. 3, 4.) 

The sufferings of Christ are no longer the stum- 
bling block—the offence—to Peter that the mere 
thought of it was some thirty-five years back (Mt. 
17. 21-23). 


B. THE MESSAGE: 


Be patient under suffering. 1. 13-4. 19. 
I. BeErFoRE Gop. 1. 13—2. 10. 
ie be consecrated. 1. 13225; 
1.13. Wherefore girding up the loins 


of your mind, be sober and set your hope 
perfectly on the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ, 14. as children of obedience, 
not fashioning yourselves according to 
your former lusts in the time of your 
ignorance: 15. but like as he who called 
you is holy, be yourselves also holy in all 
manner of living; 16. because it 1s writ- 
ten, Ye shall be holy; for I am holy. 17. 
And if ye call on him as Father, who 
without respect of persons judgeth ac- 
cording to each man’s work, pass the time 
of your sojourning in fear: 18. knowing 
that ye were redeemed, not with corrupti- 
ble things, with silver or gold, from your 
vain manner of life handed down from 
your fathers: 19. but with precious blood, 
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as of alamb without blemish and without 
spot, even the blood of Christ: 20. who 
was foreknown indeed before the founda- 
tion of the world, but was manifested at 
the end of the times for your sake, 21. 
who through him are believers in God, 
that raised him from the dead, and gave 
him glory; so that your faith and hope 
might be in God. 22. Seing ye have 
purified your souls in your obedience to 
the truth unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, love one another from the heart 
fervently: 23. having been begotten again, 
not of corruptible seed, but of incor- 
ruptible, through the Word of God, 
which liveth and abideth. 24. For 

All flesh is as grass, 

And all the glory thereof as the flower 

of grass. 

The grass withereth, and the flower 
falleth: 25. But the Word of the Lord 
abideth for ever. And this is the word 
of good tidings wihch was preached unto 
you. 

13. Ex. 12. 11; Lk. 12. 35; 21. 34-36; Eph. 6. 14; 1 Th. 5. 
6-8; 2 Tim. 4. 5; Heb. 12. 1. — 14. Acts 17. 30, 31; Rom. 
12. 2; Eph. 5. 1. — 15. Lk. 1. 74, 75; 2 Cor. 7. 1; Eph. 4. 1; 
Phil. 2. 5; 1 Jn. 3. 3. — 17. Dt. 10. 17; 2 Chr. 19. 7; Job 
34. 19; Ps. 62. 12; Jer. 3. 19; Mal. 1. 6; 2. 10; Mt. 16. 27; 
Lk. 6. 35; Rom. 2. 6; 2 Cor. 5. 10; Gal. 6. 7-9; Eph. 6. 8; 
Col. 3. 24, 25; Heb. 11. 13; Jas. 2. 13; Rev. 20. 12. — 18. 
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Mt. 20. 28; Eph. 2. 12; 4. 17; Tit. 2. 11-14; 1 Pet. 4. 3. — 
19. Mt. 26. 28; Acts 20. 28; 1 Cor. 6. 20; Eph. 4. 17-24; 
Rev. 1. 5; 5. 12. — 20. Jn. 17. 24; Rom. 15. 25, 26; 1 Cor. 
2.7; 10. 11; Gal. 4. 4; Eph. 1. 3-14; 3. 9-11; 2 Tim. 1. 9, 
10; Heb. 1. 1, 2. — 21. Jn. 12. 44, 45; 14. 9; 17. 24; Acts 2. 
23, 24; Rom. 5. 2; 6. 4; Phil. 2. 9; Heb. 7. 19. — 22. Mt. 
22. 39; Jn. 13. 34, 35; Rom. 12. 10; Gal 5. 13; Col. 1. 3-6; 
Bret fo ot bh 4250 508) Pim te 5s) Pet. 45S t—]n-3. 182-4: 
75 X11, 12. — 23. t Cor. 4. 15; Heb. 4. 12; 2 Jn. 3.9; 5.1. — 
25. Ps. 37. 23 103. 15, 16; 119. 89; Jas. 1. 10, 11; 1 Jn. 2. 17. 

Therefore prepare for the struggle, be temperate in mind, 
and set your hope definitely as obedient children on the re- 
ward that is coming to you at the manifestation of Jesus 
Christ. Do not let your lives be shaped by the sinful de- 
sires that carried you along in the days of your ignorance, 
but, as He who called you is holy, be holy in all your con- 
duct. Because it is written: “You shall be holy, because I 
am holy!’ And if you address in prayer a Father who 
judges impartially according to each man’s deeds, walk in 
devout fear of Him while you journey along as pilgrims 
here on earth. For you know that it was not with the price 
of perishable things, such as silver and gold, that you were 
brought free from the frivolous habits of life inherited 
from your ancestors, but by the precious blood of Christ, a 
lamb without blemish or fault. He was destined for this 
before the creation of the world, but now at the end of the 
age He has been revealed for your sake who through Him 
are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and 
gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope might rest in 
God. And now that by obedience to the truth you have 
purified your lives for sincere brotherly love, love one an- 
other heartily and fervently; because you have been born 
anew, not of mortal but of immortal seed, namely by the 
living and eternal Word of God. For men are like the 
grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field. 
The grass withers, and the flowers fade, but the Word of 
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the Lord remaineth for ever. And this is the message 
which has been proclaimed to you as good news. 


Following the thanksgiving of vv. 3-12 is a list of 

exhortations extending to 3. 12, as follows: 
1. Be hopeful, 1. 13. 

Be holy, 1. 14-16. 

Be God-fearing, 1. 17-21. 

Be loving, 1. 22-25. 

Be increasing, 2. I-3. 

Be praising, 2. 4-10. 

Be self-restrained, 2. 11, 12. 

Be submissive, 2. 13—3. 7. 

Be like-minded, 3. 8-12. 


Sect Seat andl Got ead a 


13. Girding up the loins of your mind. An orien- 
tal way of saying: “As the laborer in the field or the 
runner in a race gathers up the skirts of his long gar- 
ment and tucks them into his girdle that his limbs 
may be free for action, so do you put yourselves in 
condition to meet the approaching trials as true serv- 
ants and followers of Christ.” 

Be sober. Do not lose your presence of mind. Do 
not become excited and distracted, nor sluggish and 
indifferent. Look up with a steady, confident hope 
to the reward which is coming—the eternal blessings 
which shall be yours when Jesus comes again in glory. 
If you are good children, your Father in heaven will 
not forget what He has promised you (Heb. 10. 32— 
39). 

14. Children of obedience is a Hebrew mode of 
expression, conceiving of obedience as a mother whose 
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nature the children inherit, whom they resemble, and 
whose instruction they follow. For the opposite idea, 
children of disobedience, see Eph. 2. 2, 3; 2 Pet. 2. 14. 


In the time of your ignorance. In the blindness of 
your former state before your conversion, when you 
drifted along with the world down the current of 
carnal indulgence and sinful pleasure. 


15. Called you. Remember, the apostle would 
say, that you are the elect (1.1). You have been 
called out of the life of the wicked world and placed 
in Christ’s kingdom of grace and truth. A holy God 
called you to draw nearer and nearer to Him; that is, 
to become more and more like Him. Let the thought 
of this govern all your words and actions in associat- 
ing with each other and with all your fellow-men. 


16. It is written. ‘That is, it stands written in the 
Word of God as a commandment, a call, a challenge, 
an ideal, and a promise. To Peter Scripture is the 
highest and the final authority. Compare his quota- 
Hors sNil Cts 1s 20 § 2.= 673225 $3. 22, 33 510.2435 552 
Pet. 3. 2. Our Father chastens us “for our profit, that 
we may be partakers of his holiness” (Heb. 12. 10). 
Holiness is not only a “must’’; that is, not only a re- 
quirement of God, a demand that He makes upon us. 
It is also what we ourselves desire above everything 
else. It is the prayer, the hope, and the goal of every 
follower of the Lamb. 


17. Call on Him as Father. As children of God 
you go to Him—you look to Him and appeal to Him 
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in prayer. He will hear your prayer and come to your 
aid. 

This reminds us of the words so familiar and dear 
to us from our Catechism. 


OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN. 
What is meant by this? 


God would thereby affectionately encourage us to 
believe that He is truly our Father and that we are 
His children indeed, so that we may call upon Him 
with all cheerfulness and confidence, even as beloved 
children entreat their affectionate parent. 

But the apostle also reminds us that God has no fa- 
vorites. He will be impartially just in His judgments 
(2 Sam. 7. 14, 15). He will deal with us strictly ac- 
cording to our manner of life, because our words and 
deeds indicate the state of our souls and our relation 
to Him. We are indeed saved by faith alone. But 
deeds, like our words, are a confession or a denial of 
that faith (Mt. 7. 21; 16. 32, 33; Rom. 2. 11; Gal. 
Be Os fase 20) 


Without respect of persons. Compare Peter’s 
words in Cesarea (Acts 10. 34), what he had heard 
and seen of Jesus (Mt. 22. 16), and what he himself 
had experienced (Mt. 16. 23). 

‘The time of your sojourning. In other words, this 
world is not your real home. Here on earth you are 
only travelers on your way home to God. Be careful 
then to conduct yourselves with becoming reverence 
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before Him whom you are soon to meet, that you may 
meet Him with joy and not with sorrow (1 Jn. 2. 
28). Compare again the words of Peter in his address 
to the gathering in Cornelius’ house (Acts 10. 42). 

18. Ye were redeemed. You were formerly slaves 
of Satan. He was your master and slavedriver. He 
forced you to live the same empty, worthless lives of 
sin that your forefathers lived and which you inher- 
ited from them. But God purchased your liberty and 
set you free to do His will. And the price of your 
ransom was not money. Your freedom cost nothing 
less than the priceless blood of Christ. The Passover 
lamb and the lambs sacrificed in the temple had to be 
without any physical blemish (Ex. 12. 5; Lev. 3. 1; 
22. 20). But these were only the shadow and type of 
this sinless and perfect Lamb of God (Is. 53. 7; Jn. 
O71 (or 5.- 9 2 Cor. 5: 213-Heb, 7. 26; 9.-12= 
5k Jie 3- 5)% 

20. Who was foreknown. Christ’s coming was no 
afterthought on the part of God. It entered into His 
plan of salvation from eternity. But when the time 
was ripe He sent His Son for our salvation. God re- 
vealed Himself in Christ, so that when we believe in 
Christ we believe in God. “God was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto himself” (2 Cor. 5. 19). Only 
by faith in Christ do we believe in God (Jn. 12. 44, 
Be tae OStO a 0. Be 235°. 12): 

2.. Unfeigned love of the brethren. When the 
blood of this sinless Lamb was the price of your re- 
demption and you belong to Him who bought you at 
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such a price, use your freedom to obey His will (1 
Cor. 6. 19, 20; Tit. 2. 11-14; 1 Pet. 2. 16). Do not 
grieve Him who loves you and loosed you from your 
sins by His blood (Rev. 1. 5). You are the objects of 
divine mercy; you believe in God through a risen, liv- 
ing Saviour; you cherish a glorious hope; and you are 
to give account to a holy Judge. Let your manner of 
life therefore be in accordance with this Christian 
faith. 

By your obedience to this faith the Holy Spirit has, 
moreover, cleansed your souls from sin and given you 
a new life. This has made possible a genuine love for 
your fellow Christians, Manifest this life then by 
loving them fervently (1 Jn. 5. 1). The only other 
passage where this word is used is of the prayer of- 
fered by the Church for Peter in prison (Acts 12. 5). 
“Tf there were more obedience to the truth of God 
there would be more sincere mutual love among Chris- 
tians.” 

The vacillating Peter had himself learned from his 
friend Paul the lesson of ‘“‘unfeigned love of the 
brethren.” See Gal. 2. 14. 

Besser tells of a “wealthy and kind Englishman 


‘who once bought in the slave-market a poor negro for 
~ twenty pieces of gold and set him free. His bene- 


factor presented him, moreover, with a certain sum of 
money that he might buy therewith a piece of land 
and furnish himself with a home. ‘Am J really free? 
May I go whither I will?’ cried the negro in the joy 
of his heart. “Well, let me be your slave, Massa. 
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You have redeemed me and I owe all to you.’ This 
touched the gentleman to the quick. He took the 
negro into his service and never had a more faithful 
servant. ‘But,’ said the Englishman, ‘I ought to learn 
a lesson from my grateful servant, which until then, 
alas, had little engaged my attention, namely, what 
is meant by the words: ‘Ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
but with the precious blood of Christ.’ ” 

Compare the explanation of Luther to the Second 
Article of the Apostles’ Creed: “I believe that Jesus 
Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eter- 
nity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, 
is my Lord; who has redeemed me, a lost and con- 
demned creature, secured and delivered me from all 
sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not 
with silver and gold, but with His holy and precious 
blood, and with His innocent sufferings and death; in 
order that I might be His own, live under Him in His 
kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence and blessedness, even as He is risen from the 
dead, and lives and reigns to all eternity. This is 
most certainly true.” 

23. Through the word of God. ‘The means of 
effecting this new life of Christian love was not a 
natural birth (Jn. 1. 12, 13), but the living and eter- 
nal Word of God, incarnate in Jesus Christ (Jn. 1. 
14; Jas. 1. 18; Rev. 19. 13). Because it contains the 
life of God it can kindle life and make us alive in 
Him. This makes us “partakers of the divine nature” 


(2 Pet. 1. 4). 
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24. All flesh is as grass. Human life is fleeting 
and brief. It passes away like a shadow (Jas. 4. 14). 
Health, beauty, learning, riches, honors, empires, arts, 
scientific theories, systems of philosophy, and theologi- 
cal structures come and go. Generation follows gen- 
eration like the waves of the sea. Heaven and earth 
shall pass away. But not the Word of God. It can- 
not decay. And men cannot destroy it. It is “settled 
forever in heaven” (Ps. 119. 89). 

When God commanded Isaiah to preach to his 
people, the prophet answered: ‘What shall I preach? 
There is no use in preaching. ‘The people are dying 
like grass, and the glory of the nation is fading away 
like the wild flowers among the grass.” “Yes,” re- 
plied the Lord, “it is true. The grass withers and the 
flowers fade. But it is also true that the word of 
the Lord which I command you to preach does not 
perish, It endures throughout all the ages.” And this, 
adds Peter, is the Word which has been preached to 
you as the good news of the Gospel and which has 
given you this new life of faith and hope and love. 

Both the preached word and the written word, hay- 
ing one source and being the same truth, is.effective 
to produce this result (Rom. 16. 25, 26). It is not 


spoken in vain (Is. 55. 10, 11). It is the power of 
God unto salvation (Rom. 1. 16). 
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2. ~Put away evil. 2. 1-10. 


2. Putting away therefore all wicked- 
ness, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and 
envies, and all evil speakings, 2. as new- 
born babes, long for the spiritual milk 
which is without guile, that ye may grow 
thereby unto salvation; 3. if ye have 
tasted that the Lord ts gracious: 4. unto 
whom coming, a living stone, rejected 
indeed of men, but with God elect, pre- 
cious, 5. ye also, as living stones, are built 
up a spiritual house, to be a holy priest- 
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, ac- 
ceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6. Because it 1s contained in scripture, 
Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner 
stone, elect, precious: And he that believ- 
eth on him shall not be put to shame. 
7. For you therefore that believe ts the 
preciousness: but for such as disbelieve, 
The stone which the builders rejected, 
The same was made the head of the cor- 
ner; 8. and, A stone of stumbling, and 
a rock of offence, for they stumble at the 
word, being disobedient: wehereunto also 
they were appointed. 9. But ye are an 
elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy na- 
tion, a people for God's own possession, 
that ye may show forth the excellenctes 
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of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light: 10. who in time 
past were no people, but now are the peo- 
ple of God: who had not obtained mercy, 
but now have obtained mercy. 

1. Eph. 4. 20-25; Col. 3. 5-10; Jas. 1. 21. — 2. Is. 55. 13 
1 Cor. 3. 1-3; 14. 20. — 3. Heb. 6. 5. — 4. Ps. 118. 22; Jn. 
6. 37; 1 Cor. 10. 4; Eph. 2. 20-22. — 5. Is. 61. 6; Phil. 4. 18; 
r Tim. 3. 15; Heb. 3. 6; 12. 28; Rev. 8. 3, 4. — 6. Ps. 2. 6; 
Is. 28. 16; Rom. 9. 33; Eph. 2. 20. — 8. Lk. 2. 34; 1 Tim. 2. 
4; Tit. 2. 11-14. — 9. Dt. 7. 6; Is. 61. 1; 62. 123 Mal. 3. 17; 
Acts°26. 18; Rom. 13. 12; Ephasg. 8; Col. 1-133 Rev. 2.6, 
50<9, 10. 

Having laid aside therefore all ill-will and all deceit and 
pretence and envy and all slander, thirst like newborn in- 
fants for the pure, spiritual milk, that you may grow up to 
salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
Come then to Him, the living Fountain-stone (which men 
indeed have discarded, but which God has selected as of 
priceless value), in order that you also as living stones may 
be built into a spiritual house to become a holy, consecrated 
priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. Because it says in the Scriptures, 
“Look, I lay on Mount Zion a Cornerstone, selected and 
valuable. And he who builds his faith on Him shall never 
be disappointed. To you believers He is precious, but for 
the unbelievers “the Stone rejected by the builders has 
become the Cornerstone” and “a Stone over which men 
stumble, and a Rock which gives offense.’ They stumble 
over it in disobedience to the Word of God. To this stum- 
bling they were appointed through their disobedience. But 
you are a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people, that you may proclaim the divine perfec- 
tions of Him who called you out of darkness into His won- 
derful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 
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the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. 


2. As newborn babes. In the previous chapter 
Peter has spoken of the new birth. This suggests to 
him that these Christians, so lately brought to Christ, 
are spiritual infants, and in the half playful language 
of his fatherly love for them He urges them to partake 
of the kind of food suitable to their spiritual state, 
namely, the simple, pure milk of the Word; that is, 
the “rudiments of the first principles of the oracles of 


God” (Heb, 5. 12-14). Cp. Heb. 6. 1. 


3. If ye have. Since ye have. They knew by 
blessed experience that it is the good word of a kind 
heavenly Fahter. The reference is to Ps. 34. 8. Cp. 
Jas. 1. 21. ‘“This is tasting indeed,” says Luther, “to 
believe from the heart that Christ has given Himself 
to me and has become my own, that my misery is His, 
and His life mine. Feeling this from the heart is 
tasting Christ.” ‘We can measure our love of God 
by our love of the Word of God” (LANGE). 

If, says Peter, they would live on the milk of the 
Word of God and in the strength derived from this 
source resist temptation to envies and evil speaking, 
to put away wickedness, they would remain innocent 
children of God indeed. It would strengthen them to 
endure present hardships and the coming ordeals of 
their persecution. It would feed and preserve that 
precious love for one another without which they would 
be scattered and lost. ‘They had repented of their sins 
and disowned them, but they still needed to be on their 
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guard against them, especially in these seasons of dis- 
tress when they would be sorely tempted to become ir- 
ritable and contentious. For Satan was waiting for 
his opportunity to poison and if possible to destroy 
their brotherly love. 

5. Above all, this Word would fit them to become 
living stones in the new structure which was to take 
the place of the old visible Temple. In the spiritual 
house of the Christian Church the individual believers 
are the living stones, placed in position in the walls on 
the Foundation-stone which is Christ (1 Cor 3. 10, 
11). As masons will sometimes discard a stone as be- 
ing unfit, so the leaders of the old Jewish church, in 
erecting their structure of doctrine, rejected Jesus. 
They had no use for Him, exactly as He is discarded 
to-day by the world of unbelievers (Lk. 2. 34),, But 
God has chosen that very Stone to be the chief Corner- 
stone. ‘To show this, Peter quotes three passages from 
the Old Testament (Is. 28. 16; Ps. 118. 22; Is. 8. 14, 
15). Cp. Peter’s use of the same figure in Acts 4. 11, 
E25 eres ae Bk: | 

Rock, or Stone, has reference to the Truth of God 
and suggests its solidity and firmness. Christ is the 
divine Truth incarnate, the Rock of Ages. And those 
who believe in Him—trust in Him, build their faith 
on Him—are living stones, sharing His life and the 
stability of that Truth. They rest on Him as on a 
foundation and are not deceived in that trust. 


“On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand, 


All other ground is sinking sand.” 
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From the passages quoted it also appears that even 
the rejection of Christ was foreseen and foretold. 
God does not indeed predestine unbelievers to disobey 
the truth, but when they disobey of their own free 
will, He appoints them to stumble; that is, to find 
fault with Christ and refuse to accept Him. An im- 
penitent heart and a sinful life prevents the light of 
God from shining into the mind. While this is a 
judgment upon them and a fearful loss, it is also an 
act of mercy, as it prevents the persevering sinner 
from sinning against as much light as he would if the 
truth continued to shine undimmed in his soul. If 
his mind is darkened, his heart is less hardened than 
it would be if he saw the truth clearly and stil! con- 
tinued in the evil of his ways. When God is not per- 
mitted to give what He prefers to give, He gives some- 
thing of inferior value. If He cannot give a positive 
blessing, He gives a negative blessing. Meanwhile 
observation and experience prove the repeated state- 
ments of Scripture that only he who wills to do the 
will of God can see and know the truth (Jn. 3. 3, 19- 
wie 92972 ¢ Gor, 2.14). 

Certainly when Peter penned these lines about the 
Corner-stone and the living stones, his mind traveled 
back to the earlier days when he received from his 
Lord the name Peter (Jn. 1. 42), and again when he 
made his great confession and Jesus said: “Upon this 
rock I will build my church” (Mt. 16. 15-18),— 
namely the faith and the confession that Jesus is 
Christ, the Son of God. The use Jesus Himself made 
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of the figure in its prophetic setting must also have 
found a strange echo in the listening disciple’s heart 
(Mt. 21. 42-44). 

Back of the figure of the house or temple is also the 
idea of a household or family of priests. Christians 
are to be such a family. And as the Old Testament 
priests offered animal sacrifices in the old temple, so 
this new priesthood is to offer up spiritual sacrifices in 
the Church of believers. These sacrifices are praise 
and prayer, obedience and service, confession of Christ 
and testimony to the truth, deeds of charity, mission- 
ary activity, and the holy conduct of a life consecrated 
to God. Our entire being is to be a thank-offering, 
our whole life one undivided act of worship (Ex. 19. 
5, 6. Rom, 12. 1; 15. 16. Heb. 13-15; -16.— 12 Pet- 
29)% 

Through Jesus Christ. In these words “we have at 
once the sanction for the Church’s use of that form of 
words in connection with all her acts of prayer and 
praise, and the implied truth that it is only through 
their union with Christ as the great High Priest and 
with His sacrifice that His people are able to share 
His priesthood and to offer their own spiritual sacri- 
fices”. (PLUMPTRE). ‘They are acceptable through 
Him alone in whom the Father is well pleased (Mt. 
3.17). 

g. This makes us a royal priesthood, the universal 
priesthood of believers, a true Israel, God’s people, a 
holy nation. That is, what the old Israel had been in 
an outward, historical sense, the new Israel became 
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in an inner, spiritual sense (Rom. 9. 8; Gal. 6. 16). 
We are this new Israel, not that we should pride our- 
selves over it or merely bask in the favor of God, but 
that we should make known to all others the wonder- 
ful attributes and the divine grace and truth of Him 
who for this very purpose called us out of the dark- 
ness of unbelief into the marveluus light of the Chris- 
tian faith (Is. 43. 21; Jn. 8. 12). That is, we are 
chosen to believe in Christ not only on our own ac- 
count, but in order that we might be the means of 
bringing others, all others, to Him. For this is God’s 
own purpose with our election (1 Tim. 1. 16; Jas. 1. 
18). Before we were thus called we were not the 
people of God, and we had not obtained mercy. But 
after our translation out of darkness into light we are 
the people of God, His Israel, a spiritual priesthood, 
and we have obtained the mercy of His forgiving and 
regenerating grace. 

In this verse, the tenth, Peter borrows the language 
familiar to his first readers from the prophet Hosea 
(1. 6-10; 2. 23). Paul also quotes the passage in 
Rom. 9g. 25, 26. 


Il. BEFORE MEN. 2. 11—4. 19. 
1. Beblameless. 2. 11, 12. 


11. Beloved,I beseech you as sojourn- 
ers and pilgrims, to abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul; 12. 
having your behavior seemly among the 
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Gentiles; that, wherein they speak against 
you as evil-doers, they may by your good 
works, which they behold, glorify God 
in the day of visitation. 

If, Rom.- 7 233-8. 13 3-132 -13, 146-1 Core 9.2273. 2- Cor. oe 
6-8; 8. 21; Gal. 5. 16, 17, 24; Eph. 2. 3; Heb. 11. 13-16; 
13. 143 Jas. 4. 1. — 12. Jn. 18. 30; Lk. 19. 44; Acts 28. 22; 
Phil=2.-r5%_Vit,-2.-7,-8, 11-14-12, Pet: -3- 165, 4.e2- 

My dear friends, I plead with you as foreigners and ex- 
iles in the world to refrain from indulging the cravings of 
your carnal nature—the passions of your flesh which make 
war against the soul. Live such pure lives among the pa- 
gans around you that even though they slander you as bad 
characters, they may praise God for you in the day of in- 
spection, when your moral conduct shall be evident to all, 

11. Beloved. With this word the apostle begins 
what we have called the main division of his Epistle; 
that is, the message itself, Be patient in suffering. 
Here the patience is to show itself in purity of heart 
and conduct before God. Without this, no endurance 
is possible, no answer to prayer, no victory in tempta- 
tion. Only the pure in mind and the blameless in life 
are strong to fight the battles of faith and to overcome 
in the struggle against inner and outward persecution. 

Sojourners and pilgrims. Cp, Gen. 23. 43 Ps. 39. 
12. Once again we are reminded that we are only | 
lodgers and travelers in a hostile land. We are on the 
way to a better country; that is, a heavenly one (Heb. 
11. 16). ‘Therefore, says the apostle, do not loiter 
and play with fire. It is a dangerous thing. It in- 
jures our spiritual life and may destroy the soul for- 
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ever. Sensual indulgences and spiritual joys are at 
opposite poles. We must choose between the two. 
Either the animal or the saint; either the dog or the 
angel. Not both. “Without are the dogs” (Rev. 22. 
15), but “blessed are they that wash their robes” 
Weve 22-14). -Cp.-2- Lim. 2. 32. 

12. Having your behavior seemly. Keep your con- 
duct above reproach, avoiding even the appearance of 
moral laxity in look or jest. ‘The worldly-minded are 
always looking for encouragement in their frivolity 
and are quick to find in some word or act of professing 
Christians an excuse for levity of speech or deed. 
Therefore the former must not be given occasion even 
to suspect us of trifling. 

The main reason, however, for purity of life should 
not be our own reputation, nor even the very impor- 
tant influence of the example we set (Mt. 5. 13-16). 
The chief motive should be a true spiritual self-inter- 
est (Mt. 5. 8), and above all to be found acceptable 
in the sight of God. ‘The consequence of such seemly 
behavior will be glory to God. When those who ob- 
serve us fail to find us lacking in honor, they will be 
impelled to praise Him who makes such a life possible, 
namely, when the thoughts and intents of the heart 
(Heb. 4. 12) shall be revealed in the moment of temp- 
tation, the hour of adversity, or the final day of judg- 
ment (1 Cor. 4. 3-5). 
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2. ENDURE. -2. 13—-# 19° 
a. Ascitizens. 2. 13-17. 


13. Be subject to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s sake: whether to the 
king, as supreme, 14. or unto governors, 
as sent by him for vengeance on evil-doers 
and for praise to them that do well. 15. 
For so 1s the will of God, that by well- 
doing you should put to silence the ignor- 
ance of foolish men: 16. as free and not 
using your freedom for a cloak of wickea- 
ness, but as bondservants of God. 17. 
Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honor the king. 


13. Prov. 8.15, 163 Lit. 3. 1, 2. —- 15, Rom, -12.:17—21; 
Tit. 2. 8. — 16. Mt. 5. 39; Lk. 6. 32; Rom. 6. 18-22; 1 Cor. 
7. 22, — 17. Mt. 22. 21; Rom. 12. 10; Phil. 2. 3; Heb. 13. 1; 
Tebet ete? 2] beta t.27: 


Be obedient to all human institutions for the Lord’s sake, 
whether it be the Emperor, as the highest ruler, or the gov- 
ernors who are appointed by him to punish criminals and 
reward law-abiding citizens. It is the will of God that by 
doing right you should silence the ignorant charges of fool- 
ish men. Live like free men, but do not make such freedom 
an excuse for wrongdoing. Live like servants of God. Re- 
spect all men; love the brotherhood of Christians; revere 
God; honor the Emperor. 


13. Be subject to every ordinance of man. The 
apostle here shows the duty of obedience to authority. 
But he adds, “For the Lord’s sake.” That is, the 
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obedience of the Christian to lmman authority is in 
reality obedience to God. The authority of God 
stands back of all human authority and speaks through 
it. If human authority speaks for God and exercises 
its power according to divine justice, we have no 
choice but to obey. The words of both Peter and 
Paul (Rom. 13. 1-7) show that they had in mind just 
and good governments. If on the other hand such 
authority should not represent the will of God, or de- 
mand what is contrary to His will, we have no choice 
but to do as both Peter and Paul did when they were 
required to deny Christ or lose their lives. They 
chose to obey God rather than men and suffered the 
consequence of submission to the higher authority of 
God (Acts 5. 29). 

In a republic the government is “a government un- 
der God of the people, by the people, and for the peo- 
ple.” Consequently we are noz subjects of an em- 
peror or king. ‘The people themselves are the govern- 
ment. The President is only the highest servant of 
the people. - Nevertheless a democratic government is 
also a government “under God.” ‘The power behind 
a popular government as well is the same power of 
God. He is still King, and we are His subjects. And 
though our officials have only an authority delegated 
to them by the people, they represent as such the 
power of a divine truth and justice which we are in 
duty bound to respect and obey. 

This does not mean that we are bound to accept 
falsehood for truth and wrong for right. It is our 
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duty to correct by all peaceable means all error of 
word or deed. But the direct way is first to be such 
citizens as meet with the approval of God. ‘Then to 
pray that He may grant us grace to win others to 
Christ. For true Christians are the only true patriots 
and good citizens. Meanwhile we are enjoined by the 
Word of God to pray for those in authority that they 
may exercise their delegated authority “to the main- 
tenance of righteousness, and to the hindrance and 
punishment of wickedness”—in high places as well as 
among the lowly—‘that we may lead a tranquil 
and quiet life in all godliness and gravity” (1 Tim. 2. 
Ios 

15. By well-doing. Not by hatred and resent- 
ment, not by pride and retaliation, not by wars and 
oppression, not by rendering evil for evil in word and 
deed. ‘These are the weapons of Satan and therefore 
only ruin and destroy. We are to conquer by that 
patience which “cures or endures,’”—by that love of 
Christ which builds up and blesses (Mt. 5. 43-45; 1 
Cor. 13. 4-7) 

16. As free. A Christian has been set free from 
the bondage of sin and from the yoke of the law (Jn. 
8. 32-34; Gal. 5. 1, 13). But he does not use this 
liberty as an excuse for license, but as an opportunity 
to serve God and to show his love for the neighbor 
in every station of life. 

17. The last two sentences may be a quotation 
from Prov. 24. 21. 
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b. As servants. 2. 18-25. 


18. Servants, be in subjection to your 
masters with all fear, not only to the good 
and gentle, but also to the froward. 19. 
For this is acceptable, if for conscience 
toward God a man endureth griefs, suf- 
fering wrongfully. 20. For what glory 
1s it, if, when ye sin, and are buffeted for 
it ye shall take it patiently? but if, when 
ye do well, and suffer for it, ye shall take 
it patiently, this 1s acceptable with God. 
21. For hereunto were ye called: because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 
an example, that ye should follow his 
steps: 22. who did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth: 23. who, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again: when 
he suffered, threatened not, but commit- 
ted himself to him that judgeth right- 
eously: 24. who his own self bare our 
sins in his body upon the tree, that we, 
having died unto sins, might live unto 
righteousness; by whose stripes ye were 
healed. 25. For ye were going astray 
like sheep, but are now returned unto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 

18. Eph. 6. 5-8; Col. 3. 22-25; 1 Tim. 6. 1, 2; Tit. 2. 9, 10. 
— 19. Gen. 39. 9; Mt. 5. 10-12, 39. — 20. Lk. 6. 32; x Pet. 
3. 14-18; 4. 14-16. — 21, Mt. 10. 38; 11. 29; 16. 24; Jn. 13. 
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15; Phil. 2. 5-8; 1 Th. 3. 3. — 22. Is. 53. 9; Jn. 8. 46; 2 Cor. 
5. 21; 1 Jn. 3. 5. — 23. 2 Sam. 16. 11; Prov. 20. 22; Is. 53. 
7; Mt. 26. 67; 27. 39-44; Lk. 23. 46; Jn. 8. 48, 49; Rom. 12. 
19. — 24, Is. 53. 5, 12; Mt. 8. 17; 27. 26; Rom. 6. 5-11; 2 
Cor. §.. 14, 15; 21; Heb. 7. 26, 273-9528. — 25. -Ps2 23.4; 
1L9< 1765 19-530 63 Bzek. 34. 5, 0,-23:5- Mt.co. 36-528. 925013), 
Jiro ros ohlcha135-20s 

Household servants, submit to your masters with perfect 
respect, not only to the kind and considerate ones, but also 
to the unreasonable ones. For it is an acceptable thing in 
the sight of God if a man has a good conscience and suffers 
patiently when he is treated unjustly. For what credit is it 
to you if you are patient when you get a blow for doing 
wrong? But if you are punished for doing right and bear it 
patiently, this is creditable in the sight of God. And it is 
to this you were called, as Christ also suffered on your ac- 
count and in doing this set an example for you to copy by 
following in His footsteps. He committed no sin, and no 
deceitful word was heard from His lips. When He was in- 
sulted He did not reply in kind; when He suffered He never 
threatened, but left it to Him who will render a just judg- 
ment. He bore our sins in His own body up on the wooden 
instrument of torture, in order that we, who then died with 
Him in regard to our sins, might now live righteous lives. 
For you were healed by His bruises. You were then like 
straying sheep, but now you have been brought back to the 
Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 


18. Servants. Domestics. Slave servants of the 
household. 

After speaking of the Christians as citizens, the 
Apostle now passes to the family, another of God’s 
“ordinances.” In the larger Roman household there 
were always a number of servants, and in the days of 
Peter these servants were mostly slaves. The condi- 
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tion of this class was often most pitiable. Many of 
them had been taken captive in the wars by which 
Rome extended its empire, and they were so numerous 
and so cheap that even as property they were not given 
much consideration. Very often their owners were 
cruel and brutal. 

When the Gospel came to these slaves it met with a 
most ready response and they became Christians in 
great numbers. Then it would happen that their 
heathen masters would single these out for special 
abuse. ‘To these persecuted Christian slaves the apos- 
tle now turns with the exhortation to be patient and 
to endure wronz for Christ’s sake. ‘The treatment to 
which they were subjected tempted them to disobedi- 
ence and rebellion, especially when they suffered 
wrongfully. But Peter shows them that this was 
their opportunity to glorify God by humbling them- 
selves under His mighty hand in obedience to even 
such masters and patiently suffering indignity in the 
spirit of Christ. 

Slavery is of course contrary to the will of God and 
the principles of Christianity. Jesus and the New 
Testament writers, however, did not assume the role 
of social reformers. They knew that nothing of per- 
manent value can result from mere outward changes. 
Therefore they bent their energies to effect a change 
of heart and spirit, confidently leaving it to this inner 
transformation to bring about the eventual emancipa- 
tion. There is no final remedy for evils of any kind 
except the Gospel of Christ. The shadows of night 
disappear only at the rising of the sun. 
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To encourage these slaves in their distress, Peter 
reminds them of the example of Jesus, who suffered 
innocently and patiently and yielded a perfect obedi- 
ence even unto the death of the cross (Phil. 2. 8). 
The language employed by Peter throughout is that 
of Is. 53, where the prophet speaks of the Suffering 
Servant of Jehovah, who even as themselves was “de- 
spised and rejected of men.” To the apostle and his 
readers this prophecy was the word of God, and he 
could find no language that would better express what 
he himself had heard and seen. 

21. Hereunto. To imitate Christ and suffer with 
Him the persecution that must follow in an evil world 
[nese 26. sActs 14.0920 0294 123.412 les 
29). 

24. Tree. The word for tree is “wood” and refers 
to the frame of that material on which the dead bodies 
of executed criminals were hung as a warning to 
others (Dts 21,°22,-23. Acts 5:-30)< Galega1g) 
The term also brings out the special and terrible curse 
attached to this mode of punishment. 

By whose stripes. Literally bruise, with reference 
both to the cruel gashes inflicted on His body by the 
' lash, and to the wounds in His hands, feet and side. 
Many of these slaves knew by terrible experience the 
meaning of welts and bleeding sores from the same 
kind of a lash. They were therefore able to appreciate 
the sufferings which the Son of God endured for them 
and in their stead. ‘Their torn souls and wounded 
consciences had been healed by His stripes (Ps. 120. 
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3). He had suffered and died for their sins that they 
might be forgiven and saved from sin and eternal 
death. ‘The Good Shepherd gave His life for the 
sheep (Jn. 10. 11). Therefore He was their real 
Master to whom they owed allegiance, to whom they 
were bound to yield humble, willing obedience, and 
whose example they were called to follow in the afflic- 
tions which they endured. 

These words take on added significance when we 
recall that the apostle himself had made trial of this 
cruel mode of punishment by scourging and knew full 
well the meaning of the word “stripes” (Acts 5. 40). 

25. Bishop. Overseer. ‘The name is used in the 
New ‘Testament to designate an officer of the Church, 
corresponding to “pastor” (Acts 20. 28; Phil. 1. 1). 
Here it is applied to Christ, the true Overseer of His 
Church, who watches over us as our divine Guardian. 
Back of this term there may be « reference also to the 
officer of the household who was in charge of the 
slaves (Lk. 12. 42). In most instances he had no in- 
terest in them except as in so many cattle. But Jesus 
was an Overseer who cared for both body and soul 
and was concerned about their eternal welfare (Is. 
weit): 

Peter does not speak of the duties of Christian mas- 
ters, to which Paul makes repeated reference (Eph. 6. 
9; Col. 3. 25). The reason no doubt is that such 
masters were few, or had no slaves. Especially was 
the latter true among the Jews of the Dispersion. 


58 THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER 


c. As wives. 3. 1-6. 


3. 1. In like manner, ye wives, be in 
subjection to your own husbands, that, 
even if any obey not the word, they may 
without the word be gained by the be- 
havior of their wives; 2. beholding your 
chaste behavior coupled with fear. 3. 
Whose adoring let it be not the out- 
ward adorning of braiding the hair, and 
of wearing jewels of gold, or of putting 
on apparel; 4. but let it be the hidden 
man of the heart, in the incorruptible 
apparel of a meek and quiet spirit, which 
ts in the sight of God of great price. 5. 
For after this manner aforetime the holy 
women also, who hoped in God, adorned 
themselves, being in subjection to their 
own husbands: 6. as Sarah obeyed Ab- 
raham, calling him lord: whose children 
ye now are, if ye do well, and are not put 
in fear by any terror. 

1. Col. 3. 18; 1 Tim. 2. 11-15; Tit. 2. 5. — 3. Is. 3. 16-24; 


1 Tim. 2. 9, 10. — 4. Eph. 3. 16. — 5. Eph, x. 12. — 6. Gen. 
T3912. 

In the same way you married women should be submis- 
sive to your husbands, so that without any urging even those 
who do not believe may be won over by your daily life, 
when they observe your blameless and reverent conduct. 
For your adornment should be not merely the external orna- 
ments of braided hair, jewelry, and dresses, but rather the 
unseen nature of the heart, the immortal beauty of a gentle 
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and modest spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. 
In this way the holy women who trusted in God adorned 
themselves in former days. They were submissive to their 
husbands, as Sarah for instance obeyed Abraham and called 
him. master. And you are daughters of Sarah if you do 
what is right and good and do not allow yourselves to be 
frightened. 


3. 1. Ye wives. The larger household also in- 
cluded the smaller circle of the family. Like civil 
government, marriage is also an institution of God. 
Its sacredness is due to this origin and to its corre- 
spondence with the marriage of Christ and His Church 
(Eph. 5. 31, 32). In the ideal home the wife re- 
spects her faithful and loving husband, even as the 
bride of the Lamb obeys her divine Lord (Eph. 5. 
22-24). 

Nothing is so powerful to win over an unbelieving 
husband as the daily winsomeness, the consistent con- 
duct, the “silent eloquence,” and the persevering 
prayer to God of a faithful, consecrated Christian wife. 
The influence of such a spirit means far more than 
argument. Such devotion is also her best ornament. 
A meek and quiet spirit does not fade with the years 
nor perish in the grave. It is “incorruptible” and 
makes her truly beautiful in the sight of her Creator. 
“What wives these Christians have!” exclaimed the 
admiring heathen orator Libanius. 

Peter is not disparaging personal adornment. He 
only says that such outward adorning should not take 
the place of the true inner adornment. It is of only 
secondary importance. Singularity of dress is not to 
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be commended as a special Christian virtue. Nor, of 
course, extreme fashions and styles. Within the lim- 
its of propriety and decorum the common usage should 
be the rule, though even this has its limits, as for in- 
stance in the matter of rouge, lipsticks, undue expo- 
sure, et cetera. Common sense, conscience, and the 
refining influence of a Christian spirit will determine 
esthetic taste and true decorum. 

Sarah is instanced as a signal example among the 
devout women of old who showed a proper regard for 
their husbands. ‘Lord’ was a term of respect for 
which we have no exact English equivalent. Master, 
Mr., or Sir, is as near to it as we can come in our lan- 
guage. It is to be observed in this connection that the 
continued obedience of Sarah was rewarded by Abra- 
ham in his turn obeying her (Gen. 16. 2; 21. 12). 

6. Put in fear by any terror. ‘The Christian wife 
should not permit herself to be frightened by any sud- 
den show of anger to which her heathen husband 
might be liable, owing to their difference in ideas, 
aims, and manner of life. Nor should any sudden 
threat tempt her to deny her Christian faith (Lk. 21. 
10% -Rom.-12/ 2): 

The last phrase of verse 6 is no doubt a quotation 
from Prov. 3. 25, 26. 
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d. As husbands. 3. 7. 


7. Ye husbands, in like manner, dwell 
with your wives according to knowledge, 
giving honor unto the woman, as unto the 
weaker vessel, as being also joint-heirs of 
the grace of life; to the end that your 
prayers be not hindered. 

Fern 723 2- Comgioser Lh 4. 4,8" To) im:-2.-8. 

In the same way you married men should show due con- 
sideration for your wives, remembering that they are physi- 
cally weaker. And treat them with honor, inasmuch as they 
are heirs of God’s free gift of spiritual life equally with 
yourselves, so that you may not be disturbed in your prayers 
together. 

3. 7. Ye husbands. Here the apostle addresses 
converted husbands. ‘The relation of the husband to 
the wife should be that of Christ to His Church (Eph. 
5. 25-33.) It is the privilege and the duty of a hus- 
band to be chivalrous and reasonable toward his wife 
and to show a proper regard for any possible frailty 
of physical condition. ‘The word for woman is liter- 
ally “female,” indicating personal advice with regard to 
their relations as man and wife. 

Vessel was a common word among the Jews for 
body. Peter also reminds these husbands that their 
Christian wives were their equals as fellow-Christians 
and therefore to be accorded equal honor, in order 
that they might pray together in the same spirit and 
not feel uneasy or estranged in their common devo- 
tions. How significant that to Peter prayer is the 
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heart and soul of Christian family life. Prayer is its 
life and breath which must not Le stifled by discord. 
Mutual love, esteem and harmony are the golden ring 
in which prayer is the priceless setting. 

The inner relation of the mind and the heart is a 
type of the harmony that should obtain between hus- 
band and wife. He is the words and she is the music 
to the sacred song of Christian married life. 


e. As Members of the Church. 3. 8—4. 11. 
aa. In suffering. 3. 8-22. 
8. Finally, be ye all likeminded, com- 


passionate, loving as brethren, tender- 
hearted, humbleminded: 9. not render- 
ing evil for evil, or reviling for reviling,; 
but contrariwise blessing, for hereunto 
were ye called, that ye should inherit a 
blessing. 10. For, He that would love. 
life, and see good days, let him refrain 
his tongue from evil, and his lips that they 
speak no guile: 11. And let him turn 
away from evil, and do good; let him seek 
peace, and pursue it. 12. For the eyes 
of the Lord are upon the righteous, and 
his ears unto their supplication: but the 
face of the Lord is upon them that do 
evil. 13. And who is he that will harm 
you, if ye be zealous of that which is 
good? 14, But even if ye should suffer 
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for righteousness’ sake, blessed are ye: 
and fear not their fear, neither be trou- 
bled; 15. but sanctify in your hearts 
Christ as Lord: being ready always to 
give answer to every man that asketh you 
a reason concerning the hope that is in 
you, yet with meekness and fear: 16. 
having a good conscience, that, wherein 
ye are spoken against, they may be put to 
shame who revile your good manner of 
life in Christ. 17. For it ts better, if the 
will of God should so will, that ye suffer 
for well-doing than for evil-doing. 18. 
Because Christ also suffered for sins once, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death 
in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 
19. in which also he went and preached 
unto the spirits in prison, 20. that afore- 
time were disobedient, when the long- 
suffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, 
wherein few, that 1s, eight souls, were 
saved through water; 21. which also 
after a true likeness doth now save you, 
even baptism, not the putting away of the 
filth of the flesh, but the interrogation of 
a good conscience toward God, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ; 22. who 
is on the right hand of God, having gone 
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into heaven; angels and authorities and 
powers being made subject unto him. 


8. Lk. 6. 36; Rom. 12. 14-213 15+.5-7; Phil. 2. 1, 2; 2 Pet. 
1. 7. — 9. Lev. 19. 18; Prov. 20. 21, 22; Mt. 5. 38-42; 25. 
34-40; Rom. 12. 17; 1 Th. 5. 15. — 10. Jas. 1. 26; 3. 4-12. — 
TIE PSs 37-27. 28's) [Se Le 16, x07 5 ROMs 69.02 9-cu tae lal Moe Osmk kas 
Heb. 12. 14; 3 Jn. 1, 11. — 14. Is. 51. 12, 13; Mt. 5. 103 ro. 
28; Jn. 14. 1; 1 Pet. 4. 14. — 15. Mt. ro. 32, 33; Acts 4. 8— 
42> Rom. 8.-24, 25: =—=-16. Tit. 2, 8:>1 Pet, 25 12, 150d, 
1 Pet. 2. 20. — 18. Acts 3. 14; Rom. 1. 43 5. 6; 2 Cor. 13. 4; 
15. 45; Eph. 2. 18; Heb. 7. 25; 9. 14, 26-28. — 19. Acts 2. 
30, Rom; 10. 55+ Bph.-q.-99 eb, 12.0220 het4-nOn mney. 
1. 18; 20. 7. — 20. Gen. 6. 3, 13-23; Mt. 24. 37, 38; Jn. 3. 
25; Rom. 2. 4; 2 Pet. 3. 5. — 21. Rom. 6. 4; Col. 2. 12; Eph. 
5. 26. — 22, Ps. 110. 1; Mk. 16. 15, 16; Rom. 8. 34; Eph. t. 
20-23; 4. 9, 103; Col. 2. 10-15; 3. I. 


In conclusion, be all of you of one mind, quick to sympa- 
thize, full of brotherly love, tenderhearted, humble-minded; 
never paying back evil for evil, nor abuse for abuse, but on 
the contrary giving a blessing in return. Because a blessing 
is what you have been called to inherit from God. “He 
who would enjoy life and see happy days, let him keep his 
tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful words; let him 
turn away from evil and do good, let him seek for peace 
and follow it. For the eyes of the Lord are upon the right- 
cous, and His ears are open to their prayers, but the face of 
the Lord is set against those who do wrong.” And who 
will be able to do you harm, if you are zealous for what is 
good? But even if you have to suffer for what is right, you 
are to be congratulated. Only do not be alarmed by their 
threats, nor allow yourselves to be discouraged, but hallow 
in your hearts Christ as Lord and be always ready with a © 
reply to anyone who may ask for a reason for the hope you 
cherish. But answer humbly and with due respect, keeping 
your conscience clear, so that if you are contradicted those 


THE MESSAGE 65 


who slander your good Christian conduct may feel ashamed. 
Because it is better that you should suffer, if such be the 
will of God, for doing right, than for doing wrong. Christ 
himself also suffered once for all for sins, the innocent one 
for the guilty many, in order that He might bring us to God. 

He was put to death in the body, but made alive in the 
spirit. And in this spirit He went and preached to the 
spirits in prison, who in ancient times were disobedient 
when God waited in patience during the days of Noah, 
while the ark was being constructed, in which a few per- 
sons, namely eight in number, were saved through water. 
Corresponding to that figure the water of baptism saves you 
to-day (not by washing the body clean, but as the appeal of 
a good conscience to God) through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who ascended to heaven and is seated on the right 
hand of God, where angels and authorities and celestial 
powers now yield submission to Him. 

In the section 3. 8—4. 11 Peter addresses himself to 
all the members of the Christian community, irrespec- 
tive of their social position. ‘The distress of the per- 
secution suffered forms the background of the message. 
The spirit which prompts and inspires the message is 
the tender sympathy of the love of Christ in the heart 
of the apostle. And all the while he sees, above the 
little afflicted flock, the shining image of “the faithful 
and true Witness” (Rev. 3. 14), the divine Martyr, 


Jesus Christ. 

Because they had already received the blessing of a 
living hope and were about to receive another blessing, 
“eternal in the heavens,” they could afford to bless 
even their persecutors. They had nothing to lose by 
being generous with their patience. ‘Then, too, God 
was on their side and they had nothing to fear. No 
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one could harm them if they only were intent upon 
doing good. ‘That is, no affliction of any kind could 
then do them any real injury. On the contrary, every 
experience, even persecution itself, will be overruled 
by God for their benefit and they shall attain to a still 
higher good not otherwise possible. For it is literally 
true that “to them that love God all things work to- 
gether for good” (Rom 8. 28). Thank God, then, 
Peter would say, for the privilege of passing through 
these tribulations. Rejoice over the opportunities they 
afford for growing in grace and perfecting your sanc- 
tification. For this after all is what you are seeking 
and what God desires to give. Only see to it that 
your hearts remain temples where Christ is worshiped 
as Lord, and be always ready to give an account of 
your hope as Christians to any cne who may inquire 
about what seems so strange to him. In all this Jesus 
Himself is our great exemplar. He bore witness to 
the truth in word and deed as no one else. ‘The In- 
nocent One suffered the extreme measure of persecu- 
tion from visible and invisible enemies. And He did 
this for us, who were also His enemies, in order that 
He might bring us to God. ‘That is, His sufferings, 
too, were the means of doing good to others, even 
those who hated and killed Him, which ought to re- 
mind us that our sufferings as His followers are not 
unavailing for others and should encourage us to per- 
severe in patient endurance unto the end. 

This Peter himself did before the members of the 
Supreme Court in Jerusalem (Acts 4. 5-12). He 
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therefore spoke with the authority of experience,—an 
authority humbled and ripened by his earlier denial 
and the forgiving grace of the divine Friend who did 
not deny him. 

10. He that would love life. Verses 10-12 are a 
quotation from Prov. 34. 12-16. 

14. Fear not their fear. A quotation from Is, 8. 
12, 13, spoken with reference to the persecutors. The 
Christian is not to be inspired, as they are, by the fear 
of an evil conscience; nor is he to fear what they 
threaten or inflict. 

15. Sanctify in your hearts Christ Jesus as Lord. 
A free quotation from Is. 8. 13. Observe that Peter 
applies to Christ what is there said of Jehovah. 

19. Preached unto the spirits in prison. After 
Christ’s death He entered a realm where no one can 
go in the body. In the spirit He preached to spirits. 
What the nature of that preaching was the apostle 
does not tell us and therefore we should not presume 
to say. It is hidden behind the veil which we cannot 
lift (Rom. 11. 33). Preach means simply to speak in 
public. In the New Testament it is used almost in- 
variably in the sense of proclaiming the Good News. 
Compare 1 Pet 3. 19; 4. 6. ‘The context militates 
against the view that He pronounced condemnation. 
Noah was indeed “a preacher of righteousness” (2 
Peter 2. 5), but it is at least conceivable that his 
message may not have reached every part of “the 
world” which perished in the flood. Many commen- 
tators hold the view that Christ announced His vic- 
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tory. It is important to observe that Peter teaches 
nothing about the Popish notion of a Purgatory, a 
“second chance,” or universal salvation. At most the 
passage “affords a lucid example that the atonement 
once made is of universal import for all men and all 
times” (RICHTER). 

Meanwhile our eternal destiny depends upon our 
relation to the death and resurrection of the one and 
only Saviour, Jesus Christ. Luther says: “Here Peter 
says plainly that Christ not only revealed Himself to 
the departed ancestors and patriarchs, of whom doubt- 
less at His resurrection He raised some to eternal life, 
but also preached to some who in the days of Noah did 
not believe and waited for the longsuffering of God; 
that is, who hoped that God would not be so cruel to 
the human race, in order that they might confess that 
their sins should be forgiven through the sacrifice of 
Christ.” 

Jesus uses the word frison figuratively in Mt. 5. 25, 
26. Here it may mean the realm of Hades, the place 
of departed souls before they pass on into heaven or 
hell. Cp. 2 Pet. 2. 4, 5; Jude 6. 

20. Saved through water. ‘The time when these 
spirits lived in the body here on earth prefigured the 
days of Christ. As Noah and his family were saved . 
from death by water, the water lifting up the ark in 
which they were kept alive, so the water of Baptism 
lifts us up, so to speak, out of spiritual death into 
Christ, to share in the life of His resurrection. Chris- 
tian baptism, however, is not like the ritual washings 


THE MESSAGE 69 


of the Old Testament religion, a mere ceremonial 
cleansing of the body. It is a plea, an act of prayer to 
God, for a cleansed conscience (Heb. 10. 22) ; that is, 
for the forgiveness of sins and the removal of guilt, as 
it is also a pledge to keep the conscience free from new 
guilt. “TI believe; help thou mine unbelief,” is such an 
appeal. The cause and ground of this salvation 
through baptism is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Through this Means of Grace we are made to share 
in His resurrection life. 

This phrase, “through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ,” is to be joined in the verse with ‘‘baptism,” 
the words in between (“not the putting away... 
toward God”) being explanatory. 

Some Bible scholars believe that in the closing words 
of this chapter we have a precious fragment of the 
baptismal profession of faith of the Apostolic Church. 
At all events we still confess: “He descended into hell 
(or, as a more correct translation would read, “into 
Hades”). On the third day He rose again from the 
dead, He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father.” 


bb. In conduct. 4. 1-11. 


4.1. Forasmuch then as Christ suffered 
in the flesh, arm ye yourselves also with 
the same mind, for he that hath suffered 
in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 2. that 
ye no longer should live the rest of your 
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time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but 
to the will of God. 3. For the time past 
may suffice to have wrought the desire of 
the Gentiles, and to have walked 1n las- 
civiousness, lusts, winebthbings, revel- 
lings, carousings, and abominable 1idol- 
atries: 4. wherein they think it strange 
that ye run not with them into the same 
excess of riot, speaking evil of you: 5. 
who shall give account to him that is 
ready to judge the living and the dead. 
6. For unto this end was the gospel 
preached even to the dead, that they 
might be judged indeed according to men 
in the flesh, but live according to God 
in the spirit. 

7. But the end of all things ts at 
hand: be ye therefore of sound mind, 
and be sober unto prayer: 8. Above all 
things being fervent in your love among 
yourselves, for love covereth a multitude 
of sins; 9. using hospitality one to an- 
other without murmuring; 10. accord- 
ing as each hath received a gift, minister- 
ing 1t among yourselves, as good stewards 
of the mantfold grace of God, 11. if any 
man speaketh, speaking as tt were oracles 
of God, if any man ministereth, mints- 
tering as of the strength which God sup- 
plieth-: that in all things God may be 
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glorified through Jesus Christ, whose is 
the glory and the dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


1. Rom. 6. 2, 8, 11; 2 Cor. 4. 16, 17; 5. 143 Col. 3. 3-5. — 
2. Rom. 6. 6, 7, 22; 12. 2; 2 Cor. 5. 15; Gal. 2. 20; Heb. 9. 
14. — 3. Rom.-13. 11-14; Eph. 2. 1-10; 5. 5. — 4. Eph. 5. 18; 
2 Pet. 3. 3. — 5. Jn. 5. 29; Acts 10. 42; Rom. 14. 10-12; 2 
Cor. 5. 10; 2 Th. 1. 6-9. — 6. 1 Cor. 5. 5; x Pet. 3. 19. — 
7. Rom. 13. 11, 12; Heb. 11. 27; 1 Jn. 2. 18. — 8. Prov. to. 
12; Lk. 7. 47; 1 Cor. 13. 4-7; Eph. 4. 1-3; Col. 3. 12-15; 
t Pet. 1. 22; Jas. 5. 20. — 9. Mt. 25. 35; Lk. 16. 9; Rom. 12. 
13; Heb. 13. 2. — 10. Prov. 3. 27, 28; Lk. 12. 42-48; Rom. 
12. 3-8; 1 Cor. 12. 4-11; Eph. 4. 7, 11, 12. — 11. Acts 7. 38; 
Rom. 3. 2; 12. 3-21; Col. 3. 17; Heb. 5. 12. — 12. Is. 48. 10; 
See Teatn5 spas. 2.247 1 Pet. -1.- 6,7. 

Since then, Christ suffered in the body, put on the armor 
of the same determination. Because he who has suffered in 
the body is done with sin, so that you may spend the rest of 
your earthly lives in doing the will of God and no longer 
yield to the evil desires of men. You have spent time 
enough in the past doing the will of the heathen and living 
in sensuality, lust, carousing, noisy revelry, drunkenness, 
and profane image-worship. And now they are astonished 
that you do not still run with them into the same sewer of 
profligacy, and they ridicule you. But for this they will 
have to answer to Him who stands ready to pronounce judg- 
ment on both the living and the dead. This was why the 
Gospel was preached even to the dead, that they might in- 
deed be judged in the body, as men are judged in this life, 
but might live in the spirit, as God lives. 

But the end of all things is now close at hand. Therefore 
be sober-minded and watchful to prayer. Above every- 
thing else love each other earnestly, because love throws a 
veil over many a fault. Show hospitality to each other 
without any grumbling. As good stewards of God’s many- 
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sided bounty, serve one another with the talent each one has 
received. If any one preaches, let him preach as one who 
speaks the word of God; if any one renders some service, 
let him serve as one who is supplied with power from God; 
so that God may be honored in all things through Jesus 
Christ, to whom belongs the glory and the might throughout 
the eternal ages. Amen. 

With a backward glance at what he has just said, 
the apostle continues: This is your faith. Live then 
according to that faith. Put on Christ’s resolution as 
an armor (Eph. 6. 11-17). As He suffered in the 
body, so prepare yourselves to suffer in the body. You 
will need such resolution for the greater trials im- 
pending. Be strong in Him to suffer and to obey as 
He did. He died unto sin on the cross. Your sins 
were put away in His death. And when you suffer 
in the flesh you are being cleansed from sinful im- 
purities. Suffering with Christ and for His sake is 
weaning you from the desires of the flesh (Ps. 119. 
67, 71). It is a cross on which the old man is cruci- 
fied, that the new man may take his place (Eph. 4. 
17-24; Gal. 5. 24). In the process the Holy Spirit 
is effecting your sanctification and transforming you 
into His image (2 Cor. 3. 18). 

Therefore do not yield to the wishes of godless men, 
but live as God would have you live. It ought to be 
enough by this time to have lived the wretched lives 
you lived before your conversion. You have more 
than done your share in the service of sin. The hea- 
then of course will revile you for not joining them. 
You will be the objects of the usual mockery against 
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those who forsake the world and its ways, that you 
“want to be so much better than they are.” But there 
is a God in heaven who will render just judgment ac- 
cording to the choice each one makes, whether he be 
living or dead. And in order that the dead might be 
judged equally with the living, the Gospel was 
preached to them also, and their acceptance or rejec- 
tion will determine the issue of that judgment. To 
the believer, judgment does not mean punishment or 
condemnation, but sifting, separation, and salvation, 
tr Gor=11.. 32): 

“This reference to the dead brings up the thought 
of some of their number who had died, perhaps as a 
result of the persecution suffered” (Gray). It may 
also bring up the thought of some of their persecutors 
who had died. At all events the word “dead” must 
have the same meaning in this verse (6) as in the 
verse preceding, for the former suggests the latter. 
That is, it must mean disembodied spirits. They are 
to be judged, as men are judged in human courts of 
justice. But the issue of that judgment will depend 
on their acceptance or rejection of the Gospel. The 
purpose of God is their salvation (1 Tim. 2. 4). But 
their choice may have been to persevere in their impen- 
itence and unbelief. 

Once again we must be careful not to derive from 
these words a teaching favoring Purgatory, “a second 
chance,” or universal salvation. But with equal care 
we should guard against wresting the passage in favor 
of individual dogmatic prepossessions. It may be well 
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to ponder reverently and devoutly the question of Pe- 
ter and the reply he received from the Saviour in Lk. 
13. 23, 24. Also the words of the apostle in 2 Pet. 3. 
g. Even more the words of Christ in Mt. 11. 21. 
Meanwhile, Scripture makes it very clear that there 
is no salvation except by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and that the final fate of men is determined in the 
present life by their attitude toward the light received 
and by their obedience or disobedience to the voice of 
an awakened conscience. “The verse under considera- 
tion only means that Christ has “other sheep which 
are not of this fold,” which He shall bring and they 
shall hear His voice (Jn. 10. 16), referring to the ex- 
tension of His saving missionary activities. 

The passage may, of course, be interpreted in such 
a way as to be sadly abused against the cause of mis- 
sions; but abuse does not cancel the truth itself nor 
prevent a right application of that truth. Meanwhile, 
the final judgment is not till the Day of Christ (Acts 
17. 30, 31). If this verse has any connection with 
3. 19, 20, it is to be observed that there is no reference 
to those who had lived and died during the Old Testa- 
ment dispensation, but at most to those who had lived 
and died during the age (zon) preceding that, namely, 
“the world that then was,” and which, “being over- 
flowed with water, perished” (2 Pet. 3.6). Here the 
significant words of the Lord Jesus in Mt. 12. 32 may 
help us, if not to understand, at least to pause and wor- 
ship that higher wisdom which is His alone: ““Whoso- 
ever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not 
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be forgiven him, neither in this world, nor in that 
which is to come,” the word for “world” being “zon,” 
that is, “age,” sometimes translated “eternity.” 

“The Gospel has been preached to the dead while 
they lived, or by the wonderful providence of God and 
the institutions of His grace they have after death 
learned to know the way of salvation revealed by God, 
as we may hope with regard to the heathen and all 
such as never had an opportunity here on earth to 
hear the word of salvation. If they believed, they are 
saved by faith. If, on the contrary, they persevered in 
impenitence and unbelief, they have brought upon 
themselves the judgment of condemnation” (FJELL- 
STEDT). 

7. The end of all things. Beginning with this 
verse follows a second list of exhortations: 

1. Be sober. 4. 7. 


2. Be affectionate. 4. 8. 
3. Be hospitable. 4. 9-11. 
4. Be rejoicing. 4. 12-19. 
5. Be faithful. 5. 1-4. 

6. Be humble. 5. 5-7. 

7. Be watchful. 5. 8-11. 


These lists are included—with due acknowledg- 
ment to Gray—to assist the reader in grasping the con- 
tents of the sections covered. 

The section 7-19 treats exclusively of the common 
life of the circle of believers. ‘The early Christians 
looked for the speedy return of Christ. Their chief 
concern therefore was to be prayer, love of the breth- 
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ren, mutual service, and the glory of God. But 
neither persecution nor the imminence of the Lord’s 
return was to cause them to lose their presence of mind 
or to make any change in the regular course of the 
Church’s devotions. All things were to make room 
for prayer and lead to its faithful observance. 

It may be that Peter remembered the dark hour in 
Gethesemane when he himself was not “sober unto 
prayer” and the dreadful consequences to him of not 
heeding the warning of Jesus, “Watch and pray” 
(Mt. 26. 41). We need to make sure that our lamps 
are burning and that there is oil in our vessels. “The 
heavenly Bridegroom is drawing near (Mt. 25. 1-13; 
Lk. 12. 35). 

8. Fervent in your love. So important is love of 
the brethren that Peter returns to it again and again, 
this time even with an “above all things.” For if we 
love one another sincerely, we are not likely to go very 
far astray. But if love dies, faith itself will be only 
the cold light of a spiritual winter, and Christian life 
will perish. Love does not excuse wrong-doing or de- 
fend it. But it does impel us to forgive the sins of 
an erring and penitent brother and consign his faults 
to oblivion, in this manner “covering” them (Mt. 6. 
12-15; 18. 21-35; Eph. 4. 31, 32). 

The last sentence of v. 8 is a quotation from Prov. 
TOmI2 

9. Using hospitality. During the persecutions 
Christians were driven from city to city. Upon their 
sudden arrival at a new place they were in a situation 
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of no little difficulty. It was therefore both a privi- 
lege and a duty on the part of the Christian residents 
to receive such refugees into their homes. Sometimes 
these might come with inconvenient frequency or in 
embarrassing numbers. ‘Therefore Peter adds, “with- 
out murmuring.” ‘This hospitality was to be in the 
spirit of what Peter had no doubt heard Jesus say 
(Mt. 25. 35). 

‘Their preaching was to be in the spirit of the pro- 
phetic “Thus saith the Lord.” In ministering to each 
other they were to seek and find their strength in God 
and to serve in reliance upon His power. Every mem- 
ber of Christ’s Church has received one or more tal- 
ents from God (Mt. 25. 14-30). ‘These he is to use 
as God’s “trustee” in the interest of the neighbor, till 
he is called to render account for the manner in which 
they have been employed. 

But the issue of it all—prayer, love, preaching, 
service—is to be, not their own glory, but the glory 
of the God they had learned to know as He is re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ (Mt. 5. 16; 1 Cor. 10. 31). 
To the closing doxology Peter adds a fervent 4men— 
“verily, this is true; it shall so be.” 


f. As heirs of glory. 4. 12-19. 


12. Beloved, think tt not strange con- 
cerning the fiery trial among you, which 
cometh upon you to prove you, as though 
a strange thing happened unto you: 13. 
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but insomuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ's sufferings, rejoice; that at the 
revelation of his glory also ye may rejoice 
with exceeding joy. 14. If ye are re- 
proached for the name of Christ, blessed 
are.ye, because the Spirit of glory and 
the Spirit of God resteth upon you. 15. 
For let none of you suffer as a murderer, 
or a thief, or an evil-doer, or as a meddler 
in other men’s matters: 16. but if a man 
suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed, but let him glorify God in this 
name. 17. For the time is come for 
judgment to begin at the house of God: 
and if it begin first at us, what shall be 
the end of them that obey not the gospel 
of God? 18. And if the righteous is 
scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly 
and sinner appear? 19. Wherefore let 
them also that suffer according to the will 
of God commit their souls in well-doing 
unto a-faithful Creator. 


13. Mt. 5. 12; Jn. 14. 33 17. 243 16. 22-25; Rom. 8. 17, 18; 
Phil. 3. 10; Col. 1. 24; 2 Tim. 2. 10-13; Rev. 19. 7. — 14. 
Is. 11. 2; Mt. 5. 10; Eph. 4. 25-32; 1 Pet. 3. 14. — 15. Mal. 
3. 5. — 16. Acts 11. 26; Jas. 2, 7. — 17. Is. 10. 12; Jer. 49. 
12; Ezek. 9. 6; Amos 3. 13, 143 2 Th. x. 8. — 18. Prov. 11. 
31; Lk. 23. 31. — 19. Ps. 31. 5; Heb. 12. 4-11. 

My dear friends, do not be astonished at the fire you are 
passing through, as though some strange thing were acci- 
dentally happéning to you. It is sent to test and purge you. 
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Be glad instead, for as far as you are sharing in the suff er- 
ings of Christ, you shall rejoice and leap with joy when His 
glory is unveiled. If you are reproached for bearing the 
name of Christ, you are to be congratulated, for then the 
Spirit of glory, the Spirit of God, is resting over you. It 
will not do of course that any one of you should suffer as a 
murderer, a thief, a criminal, or one who spies upon the 
affairs of others. But if a man suffers because he is a 
Christian, he should not be ashamed of it, but should praise 
God for being permitted to bear that name. The time has 
come for the judgment to begin with the household of God; 
and if it begin with us, what will be the end of those who 
reject the Gospel? And if even a righteous man is saved 
only wih difficulty, what will become of the godless and the 
impenitent? Therefore let those of you who are suffering 
by the will of God persevere in doing what is right and en- 
trust your souls into the hands of a faithful Creator. 

4. 12. To prove you. Persecution is not an acci- 


dent. It is included in the perfect providence of God. 
He does not send it (Jas. 1. 13). It is Satan who 
sends it. It is his spirit that fans it into flame. But 
God permits it and directs it to serve His own gracious 
purposes in the hearts of His children. One of these 
purposes is the exercise it gives to faith, hope, love, 
patience, humility, and all the Christian graces. By 
means of such exercise they increase in health and 
vigor. God does not need to prove us in order to find 
out anything for Himself, but in order that we may 
resist temptation to doubt and disobedience and in this 
manner grow stronger in our Christian life and become 
more and more like Christ (Eph. 6. 11). 

Meanwhile it is Christ that suffers in us. “The ha- 
tred shown to us as Christians is in reality hatred 
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against the Christ in us, exactly as a believer in Christ 
may give us a cup of water to drink because we belong 
to Christ (Mk. 9. 41). And Christ shares these suf- 
ferings with us in His infinite sympathy with each in- 
dividual member of His body. He has also overcome 
all His—and our—enemies and is therefore able to pro- 
vide us with power to overcome in each temptation 
and to prove final victors with Him. ‘This power He 
gives by means of His Word in answer to persevering 
prayer (Jn. 17. 173-1 Cor. 10. 13; Heb, 2.18 Rey. 


2.40). 
Our testing, then, is not a calamity to be dreaded 


and deplored. It is a blessed opportunity to be seized 
and improved for growth in grace and for which we 
should devoutly thank God (Acts 5. 41). As the 
Spirit of God brooded over the waters in the dawn of 
creation, so the same Holy Spirit rests upon these 
tempest-tossed souls to guard them from harm, to 
comfort them in affliction, and to complete a new and 
far more glorious creation (Rom. 8. 17, 18; 2 Cor. 4. 
I1; 5.17). Let no one therefore imagine in the hour 
of trial that he is forgotten of God or that it is a sign 
of His displeasure (Phil. 1. 29). 

Temptation of course is a danger. We are there- 
fore taught to pray, “Lead us not into temptation.” 
But temptation is no sin. The sin consists in yielding 
to the temptation, in giving assent in thought and will, 
and then in act, to the evil suggestion and impulse. 
But the opposite choice—saying No to the devil, and 
Yes to God—is a step in the opposite direction, nearer 


to God. 


THE MESSAGE 81 


Peter knew by sad but blesséd experience the mean- 
ing of this (Lk. 22. 31, 32). He therefore spoke with 
knowledge of both the wiles of Satan and the saving 
power of a gracious God. If he was writing in Baby- 
lon, it is interesting to reflect that in speaking of this 
“fiery trial” —literally, ordeal by fire—he may have 
had in mind the fiery furnace in which Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abednego were cast, but in which also they 
were observed walking unhurt in the presence of a 
fourth, “like a son of the gods” (Dan. 3. Is. 43. 2). 

14. The Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God. 
‘Two names for the same Spirit. What a benediction 
this verse pronounces on those who are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings! The Shechinah-cloud of the di- 
_ vine Presence overshadows them, shields them from 
harm, and guides them to the Sabbath rest of the heav- 
enly Canaan (Ps. 57. 1. 121). 

17. The house of God. ‘The family of believers. 
Judgment will begin with the Church; partly in the 
persecutions awaiting her here in time, partly on the 
great day of judgment. Therefore, Peter says, do not 
risk by disobedience the more fearful lot of those out- 
side. “If the sons are chastened, what have the ma- 
licious slaves to expect!” (AucGusTINE.) Rom. 2. 
5; Rev. 6. 15-17; 20. II-15). 

18. If the righteous is scarcely saved. A quota- 
tion from Prov. 11. 31. Peter had heard the same 
truth from the lips of Jesus (Mt. 24. 12, 13, 22, 24). 
The issue is well described in Ps. 1. 5, 6. 

19. A faithful Creator. God has created us. He 
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has also given us the new life of faith. If we are 
faithful in our obedience to Him, we can safely trust 
Him to take care of us. As Creator He can save us; 
as faithful, He will save us. Jesus has taught us to 
pray, ‘““Thy will be done” (Mt. 6. 10). It was His 
own prayer in the garden of Gethsemane (Mt. 26. 
42). And His parting prayer on the cross was, “Fa- 
ther, into Thy hands I commend my spirit” (Lk. 23. 
42). Compare the prayer of Stephen, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit” (Acts 7. 59). 


C. CONCLUSION. 5. 1-14. 


de eeADVICE 5 l= 1 
1. Tothe elders. 5. 1-4. 


5. The elders therefore among you I 
exhort, who am a fellow-elder, and a wit- 
ness of the sufferings of Christ, who am 
also a partaker of the glory that shall be 
revealed: 2. Tend the flock of God 
which is among you, exercising the over- 
sight, not of constraint, but willingly, 
according to the will of God; nor yet for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, 3. 
netther as lording it over the charge al- 
lotted to you, but making yourselves en- 
samples to the flock. 4. And when the 
chief Shepherd shall be manifested, ye 
shall receive the crown of glory that fad- 


eth not away. 

1.. Acts 5. 32; Rom, 8. 17, 18; Eph. 4. 11; 2 Th. 4. 10; 
Rev. 1. 9. — 2. Jer. 3. 15; 23. 1-4; Ezek. 34. 2, 3; Mt. 9. 
26-39): Lk. 12.325 Jn. 2115-17; Acts 20; 28; 1 Tim: 321-7; 
Philem. 14. — 3. Mt. 20. 25-28; Lk. 22. 25; 2 Cor. 1. 24; 
Eph. x. 11; Phil. 3. 17; 2 Th. 3. 9; 1 Tim. 4. 12. — 4 Mt. 
24. 45-47; 25. 213 Jn. 10. 14; x Cor. 9. 25-27; Col. 3. 4; 
Pele 2a 5.7 ass Worl tei Pete tT. 45 22 25 4 REV .e2en1O: 
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I appeal to the elders among you, I who am also an elder 
with you, an eye-witness to the sufferings of Christ, and a 
sharer in the glory that is about to be revealed, be faithful 
shepherds of the flock of God which is among you. Take 
charge of them, not because you are compelled, but willingly 
because it is the will of God; not for sordid profit in money, 
but with an eager desire to serve; not to act as lords over 
your charges, but to be examples to the flock. When the 
Chief Shepherd appears you shall carry off as a prize the 
unfading wreath of Victory. 


To survive and overcome in these distressing ex- 
perience it was necesaary for the leaders of the 
churches to exercise proper-care for the souls commit- 
ted to their charge and for the younger members to 
follow as carefully the guidance of the elders. 


1. The elders. ‘This was the official title of the 
pastors in the early Church. Elder and Bishop were 
originally designations for the same office (Acts 20. 
17, 283 Tit.-1; §-9). “Elder” dates. back tot535_3- 
16, 18. Later on representative elders were chosen as 
assistants to Moses (Ex. 24. 9). Jewish Christians 
retained this office as it had been established in the 
synagogue and introduced it in the early Church. 
These elders were appointed by the apostles (Acts 14. 
23). ‘They were usually chosen from among the older 
men. Hence the name “elder.” Observe the use of 
the same title by the apostle John in his Second and 
Third Epistles. Their duties were to direct the work, 
administer order, superintend the provision for the 
poor, watch over pure doctrine, and to teach and 


preach the Word of God. 
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The apostle turns first to them with a brotherly ex- 

hortation to be faithful in the discharge of their sacred 
calling. In doing this he does not claim any special 
authority for himself. He humbly styles himself a 
fellow-elder, and places himself in the relation of joint- 
heir with them of the coming glory. But as a witness 
of the sufferings of Christ (Acts 1. 21, 22; Lk. 24. 46 
-49), he speaks to these shepherds on behalf of the 
Great Shepherd of the sheep (Heb. 13. 20, 21), and 
discharges to them the commission he had _ received 
from the Lord. 
- 2. Tend the flock. Literally, shepherd the flock. 
That is, watch over them, protect them from wolves, 
serpents and poisonous weeds, lead them to green pas- 
tures and safe watering-places (Ps. 23. 1, 2). What 
a touching echo of Jn. 21. 16. The flock of God. 
Jesus had said, My sheep. ‘Had I some of that blood 
poured forth on the cross, how carefully would I carry 
it. And ought I not to be as careful of the souls for 
whom it was shed!” (BERNARD). 

Not of constraint. Perhaps it was difficult in these 
dangerous times to induce desirable men to accept the 
office of pastor and to continue in the discharge of its 
duties. 

Filthy lucre. Sordid gain. Evidently it was the 
custom even in those days for the elders to receive sup- 
port in the form of salary or gifts. Peter does not 
find fault with this. He only warns them not to make 
such returns in money the motive and end for services 
rendered, but to have a mind single to the spiritual 
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needs of their people. ‘Where the love of gain reigns, 
the shepherds are apt to become hirelings, yea, even 
wolves’—(LuUTHER). (Jn. 10. 12; Is. 56. 11; Jer. 
6. 13; 8. 10; Ezek. 13. 19). The right motive should 
be an inner delight and zeal, a love for souls that dis- 
regards and forgets selfish interests. 

3. Lording it. Ruling in pride and demanding 
subjection to their-own will and opinions. 

4. The crown of glory. Faithful pastors are not 
serving in vain. A glorious reward is awaiting them 
at the return of the Chief Shepherd. Successful con- 
testants in the games received a wreath of olive, ivy, 
oak, or laurel leaves, which marked them as winners. 
These leaves faded and the honor of the reward faded, 
but the wreath which true spiritual guides are to carry 
off as a prize in their noble contest will not fade. The 
glory of that victory will endure for ever (Dan. 12. 
3;2 Tim. 4. 8). This crown was won for us by Him 
who wore the crown of thorns (Mt. 27. 29). 


2: LOthe younger. 5 oe 


5.5. Likewise, ye younger, be subject 
unto the elder. Yea, all of you gird 
yourselves with humility, to serve one 
another: for God resisteth the proud, but 
giveth grace to the humble. 6. Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God, that he may exalt you in 
due time; 7. casting all your anxiety up- 
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on him, because he careth for you. 8. Be 
sober, be watchful: your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour: 9. whom 
withstand stedfast in your faith, knowing 
that the same sufferings are accomplished 
in your brethren who are in the world. 


10. And the God of all grace, who called 
you unto his eternal glory in Christ, after 
that ye have suffered a little while, shall 
himself perfect, establish, strengthen you. 
11. To him be the dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


5. Job 22. 29; Prov. 3. 34; 29. 23; Mt. 23. 12; Lk. 1. 52; 
22.20; Rom, 12. 10, 16; Eph. 5: 21;-Col--3. 12; x ‘Tim. 5. 13 
Tit. 2. 6, 7; Jas. 4: 6. — 6. 1 Sam. 2. 7, 8; Lk. 18. 9-14; 
Jas. 4. 10. — 7. Ps. 37. 53 40. 173 55. 223 Mt. 6. 31-34; Lk. 
21. 18; Phil. 4. 6; 1 Pet. 4. 19. — 8. Job 1. 7; Ps. 22. 13, 21; 
Apr 36 + 22.- 3a Lh. 5. 6; sebim. 4. r7>5 1 Pet: 1.13% 
4. 7. — 9. Acts 14. 22; Eph. 4. 27; 6. 11-18; Jas. 4. 6-10. — 
HOSE phen s.-202-2-G of 4. 17, 18s. 1 in. 2: 12592 Lh- 3.9302 
Tim. 1. 9. — 11. 2 Cor. 1. 20; 1 Pet. 4. 11; Rev. 5. 13. 


In the same way you younger members should show def- 
erence to your elders. Put on, humility like a slave’s apron 
for mutual service. For God sets Himself against the 
proud, but he shows favor to the lowly-minded. Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that 
in His own good time He may promote you. Throw all 
your anxieties on Him, because you are the objects of His 
care. Be sober-minded, be watchful, because your enemy 
the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking 
for some one to devour. Resist him, firm in the faith. You 
know that the rest of the brotherhood in the world is pass- 
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ing through the same discipline of suffering. After you 
have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you through Christ to share His eternal glory, will 
Himself make you perfect, firm, and strong. To Him be 
the government throughout all the ages. AMEN. 

5. Ye younger. All the other members of the 
Church. The word elder is in the plural number and 
refers to the same leaders addressed in the preceding 


verse. 


Gird yourselves. Literally, tie around you. In 
every household of any pretention there was a slave 
stationed at the door, whose duty it was to unstrap 
the sandals and wash the feet of those who entered 
the house. Before performing this office, he girded 
himself with an apron or a towel. ‘This slave ranked 
so low and his task was considered so menial that 
slaves have been known to commit suicide rather than 
perform it. Cp. Lk. 3. 16. There is no doubt that the 
language employed in this verse has direct reference to 
Jn. 13. 1-17, especially when we recall the part Peter 
played in that memorable scene. The deep impression 
made on his mind by this proof of his Master’s humil- 
ity and love is thus most beautifully shown. 

6. Humble yourselves. Cp. Paul’s words about 
Christ, in Phil. 2. 5-11. In a similar manner these 
severely tried Christians were to humble themselves in 
obedience to God, but in complete reliance on His 
loving care and with the glorious prospects which His 
promises reveal. 

It is a fearful thing to have God against us, but an 
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equally comforting experience to be the lowly objects 
of His favor and grace. “God has two hands under 
which we must humble ourselves; the one humbles the 
exalted, the other exalts the humble” (AucusTINE). 

7- He careth for you. “Believers daily ascend 
Mount Moriah with Abraham, appropriating as their 
motto, ‘God will provide.’ Gen. 22. 8. The Lord 
will provide on the mountain of Divine Providence, 
whence cometh our help. Ps. 121.” (GERHARD.) 

8. Your adversary the devil. The utmost vigilance 
must be observed. ‘The real opponent and persecutor 
is the invisible enemy of your souls. He will miss no 
opportunity to destroy you. Resist him, therefore, 
bravely. But resist him in the faith which unites you 
with Christ and receives strength from Him. ‘The 
Lion of the tribe of Judah (Rev. 5. 5) is more mighty 
by far than the lion of hell” (Catov). “By faith in 
the ‘stronger’ one (Lk. 11. 22) the devil is driven to 
flight, as is the lion by fire’ (GERHARD). 

9. Accomplished in your brethren. You are not 
alone in this experience. Your fellow Christians ev- 
erywhere are passing through these same trials in a 
world hostile to Christ and His followers. They are 
suffering with you, praying with you, and resisting the 
same dread enemy. But this is not a sign that you are 
forgotten of God. It is His very answer to your 
prayers to be transformed into His image. He has a 
far greater end in view than mere temporal comfort. 
His one great purpose is your perfection and eternal 
security (Heb, 12. 2). Instead of doubting and com- 
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plaining therefore, let us trust in Him and ascribe all 
power and rule to Him. He who guides us through 
these valleys day by day will give us a comforting 
sense of His presence (Ps. 23. 4), sustain us in every 
ordeal (1 Cor. 10. 13). and complete what He has 
begun in us (Phil. 1. 6). “Brothers, we are treading 
where the saints have trod.” 

How faithfully Peter is carrying out the command 
he received when Jesus foretold his denial, spoke of the 
coming sifting by Satan, but also looked forward in 
faithful prayer for the beloved disciple’s restitution 
Gk29237,-32)s 

10. Shall himself perfect. ‘These words express 
the firm and steadfast confidence of the apostle. 

In Christ. Included in Him as members of His 
body, in His power, for His sake, by His Word, to 
share in His glory (Rom. 8. 17.) 

A little while. ‘The tribulation is short compared 
with the endless eternity of our coming Sabbath rest 
(Jn. 16. 19-22; Rom. 8. 18; Heb. 4.9; 1 Pet: 1. 6; 
Rev. 14. 13). 


II. GREETINGS. 5. 12-14. 
5.12. By Silvanus, our faithful broth- 


er, as I account him, I have written unto 
you briefly, exhorting, and testifying that 
this ts the true grace of God: stand ye fast 
therein. 13. She that is in Babylon, elect 
together-with you, saluteth you; and so 
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doth Mark my son. 14. Salute one an- 
other with a kiss of love. Peace be unto 
you all that are in Christ. 


12, 2 Cor. 1. 19; 1 Th. 1. 1; Heb. 13. 22; 1 Jn. 5.13. — 
13. Gal. 4. 19; 2 Tim. 4. 11. 

By the hand of Silvanus, a faithful brother (for so I regard 
him) I have written this short letter to encourage you and 
to certify that you are standing in the true grace of God. 
Remain steadfast in that grace. The Church in Babylon, 
chosen like yourselves by God, sends greetings. So does my 
son Mark. Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace 
to you all who are in Christ. 

12. Silvanus.. Elsewhere called Silas for short 
(Acts 15. 22-32). He was the traveling companion 
of Paul in these very regions (1. 1; Acts 15. 40; 16. 
19-25). The readers of this epistle therefore knew 
him personally. Now he was with Peter, serving as 
his amanuensis, or private secretary. That is, he 
wrote this letter to Peter’s dictation. In all probabil- 
ity he was also the bearer of this letter. The circum- 
stance that it contains no special greetings from him 
favors this view. 

Exhorting. Admonishing, cheering, consoling. Com- 
pare once again Lk. 22. 32. 

The true grace of God. You are standing on the 
right foundation. Do not let your sufferings cause 
you to doubt or drift. Remain steadfast in the truth. 

13. She. The Church, The feminine pronoun is 
used because the Church is thought of under the scrip- 
tural image of Bride, Wife, Mother (Is. 50. 1; 54. 


6; Rev. 21. 2, 9). 
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Babylon. ‘The famous metropolis of Chaldea. In 
the Introduction we have stated that we accept the 
view that Peter wrote his epistle in this city. Another 
view is that it is another name for Rome and that Pe- 
ter used the name Babylon to avoid attracting atten- 
tion and additional. persecution to the Christians living 
there (Rev. 14. 8; 18. 2, 10). A third view is that 
Babylon is a symbolic name for the entire hostile 
world in which, like the Israelite natives in Babylon 
of old, the Christians were in bondage and suffering 
similar distress (Rev. 18). According to Schottger, 
however, the Jews did not begin to call Rome Baby- 
lon till after the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Mark my son. John Mark (Acts 12. 12, 25; 13. 
5; Col. 4. 10). Mark had become a Christian through 
the instrumentality of Peter and was in this sense the 
spiritual child of the apostle. This Mark is the 
writer of the Gospel which bears his name. In that 
Gospel the spirit and influence of Peter is clearly seen. 

What a welcome indication of the uniting power of 
faith and love when Peter here joins Mark with Silas, 
who had once been preferred to Mark as the traveling 
companion of Paul (Acts 15. 37-40). ‘Toward the 
close of Paul’s life that apostle too writes to Timothy 
of this faithful assistant: “Take Mark and bring him 
with thee; for he is useful to me for ministering” (2 
Tim, 4. 11). Truly “now abideth faith, hope, and 
love, these three; and the greatest of these is love” (1 
Carcr3.783)? 

14. A kiss of love. A kiss on the cheek was the 
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usual mode of salutation, each sex separately, among 
the members of the early Church (Rom. 16. 16; 1 
etet0.20; 2 Cor. 1351251: Th. 5. 26): 

Peace. ‘The common greeting among the Jews 
(Mt. 10. 12, 13). The Christians used it in the 
higher meaning to which Christ had elevated it and in 
the spirit with which He filled it (Jn. 20. 19). 

All that are in Christ. ‘That is, Christians (Rom. 
13. 14; Gal. 3. 27; Phil. 3.9). Peace and Christ, the 
Prince of Peace, go together. Those who are in 
Christ receive and enjoy true peace, with all the bless- 
ings of salvation (Jn. 16. 33). At the end of their 
journey they shall be with Christ and share in the ful- 
ness of the peace that passeth all understanding (Phil. 
T2334. 7). 

“Therefore let us also, seeing we are compassed about 
with so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto 
Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising shame, 
and hath sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
For consider him that hath endured such gainsaying of sin- 
ners against himself, that ye wax not weary, fainting in 
your souls.” Heb. 12. 1-3. 

“He that overcometh, I will give to him to sit down with 
me in my throne, as I also overcame, and sat down with my 


Father in his throne.” Rev. 3. 21. 
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